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hope that by now you will have seen our 
latest issue of Road Haulage Archive, which 
looks at all sorts of fairground transport 
of the past There are lorries of most 
makes, with the emphasis perhaps on the 
eight-wheelers and ballast tractors from the 
expected ERF, Foden, Atkinson, Leyland and 
Scammell, plus interesting vehicles from some 
lesser-known as well as more-or-less forgotten 
makes, like Armstrong Saurer, for example. Bus 
conversions, steam engines and, of course, the 
many different types of trailer used by showmen 
are all there as well. 

One interesting feature is the number of 
pictures of vehicles in their second careers, in 
showland use, which are now restored and 
preserved, either in their original liveries or 
those of their new owners. As this year's rally 
season gets into full swing, it will be interesting 
to see these lorries again, which have survived 
to appear at the rallies, to some extent at least, 
thanks to their extended working lives on the 
fairgrounds. 

I am writing this between going to the 
combined South-east Bus Festival and Heritage 
Transport Show at Detling in Kent and Kelsey's 
own Classic Commercial Show at Malvern, with 
plenty more weekends to be taken up with rally 
visits coming up. I am looking forward to seeing 
lots of interesting old commercials, hopefully 
including some new restorations, which we can 
show you in future issues. 

Meanwhile, we have more great articles 
lined up, looking at the operations of different 
companies and their vehicles in the past. As well 
as the words and pictures from our contributors, 
we are pleased to be able to include the 
memories and observations of our readers in the 


letters pages. 

However, one thing which concerns me, from 
time to time, is when a reader comes up to me at 
a show and says: "I liked the article on so-and-so, 
but I was disappointed that there were so many 
mistakes..." 

"All right," I reply, "if that's the case, you'd better 
write to us and put things right." 

"Oh well,"comes the reply, "I'm not sure of 
all the facts; I'm not much of a letter-writer; I 
wouldn't want to disagree..." 

There's also the comment that, when it 
appears in a magazine, whatever is written 
becomes accepted as fact, and it must be put 
right... 

Yes, we all want to reflect the true facts, and 
it's a shame if somebody gets it all wrong if it's 
an important point, but usually what is wrong 
is either a small detail, which doesn't alter the 
situation very much, or really only a matter of 
opinion or personal memories - and we all 
know how they can play tricks on us. I'm always 
impressed at the near total recall of so many of 
our writers; whether they kept detailed diaries, 
took pictures or just have excellent memories, 

I take my hat off to them. At least they have 
made the commitment to putting it all down in 
writing and sending it in, usually with pictures, 
which always bring the whole story to life. So I 
don't like to hear criticism of the: "He's got it all 
wrong..." type, when it's just an incidental detail. 
It's a bit like those'armchair football managers' 
we all have to listen to in the pub! 

Anyway, having got that off my chest, there's 
so much to enjoy in this nostalgic hobby of 
ours; so many great vehicles which people have 
rebuilt and rally for both their own enjoyment 
and ours, so let's make the most of it. 
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This eight-wheeler, Leyland Octopus 22.01, LTN 265 (Newcastle, 1947), which has since entered 
preservation, first in Brash Bros livery during the 1980s, more recently seen, as here at the 2014 
AEC Rally at Newark, in the colours of H E Payne, was photographed at Harrogate, fitted with some 
interesting Lifting tackle on its platform body, as seen in our Latest Road Haulage Archive title. It is 
interesting to speculate whether it will ever return to its original Co-op Livery. 







All the fun of the Fair 

FAIRGROUND TRANSPORT OF THE PAST 





These cattle ‘trucks’ or‘floats’, depending 
on where you are in the country, were 
photographed on a visit to the cattle 
market situated off ALcester Road in 
Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire. Just 
visible to the Left is an Austin FE of J T 
Evans & Son of Worcester, also seen in a 
line-up in Vintage Roadscene issue 125, 
April 2010, but the main vehicles in shot 
are two BMC Diesel and Morris-badged FEs, 
probably 5-tonners, SFK 519 (Worcester, 
1957-8), and YAC 817 (Warwickshire, 1958), 
in the Livery of T Spiers Livestock Transport, 
of Reddinghurst, CLaverdon, Warwickshire, 
which is unloading sheep.There are lots 
more great pictures Like this in our‘Scenes 
Past’ pages. (CHC aawl84) 
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MORRIS-COMMERCIAL AMBULANCES 



Ron Henderson looks at a popular type of early post-war ambulance. 


Above: Owing to Lengthy delivery dates in the early post-war years, Northumberland County Council had to place orders for new ambulances with 
various manufacturers, in an attempt to update its fleet. As well as Austin Welfarers and Bedfords, four of these smart and quite streamlined Morris- 
Commercial CVlls with Wadhams ambulance bodies were bought. This one served at Gosforth, on the outskirts of Newcastle. 


M orris-Commercial chassis 
formed the basis of one 
of the most popular types 
of ambulance in the early 
post-war era. Following the 
success of the company's pre-war ambulances, 
the post-war range of chassis provided 
several choices for the newly-constituted 
NHS ambulance services, anxious to replace 
obsolete pre-war vehicles. The forward control 
PV chassis was a popular choice, in competition 


with Austin's K9 Welfarer, but these were 
produced during an era when long-bonneted 
normal control vehicles were preferred for 
ambulance work. 

An example of this type was the four cylinder 
petrol-engined Morris-Commercial CV11/30 
Equiload chassis, with an 11 ft wheelbase, 
which was specially adapted for ambulance 
work, with wide extra low pressure tyres on 
disc wheels, available in standard and deluxe 
versions. Those bodied by Wadhams became 


one of the most widely-used ambulances 
in the early 1950s, with both municipal and 
government organisations. 

When the six cylinder NVS chassis, with 
12ft wheelbase, was introduced in 1950, this 
became equally popular, as were subsequent 
models based on the later LC4, LC5 and similar 
Austin 301 chassis. A four cylinder diesel 
engined version of the LC5 was also available 
from 1954. 

Morris-Commercial appointed four 



Above: The City of Liverpool must have replaced 
almost all of its fleet in one go, for here is a line up 
of 20 Wadhams-bodied Morris-Commercials.The 
Livery was cream with black mudguards and grille. 
There were very few white ambulances in this era. 


(GLyn Brown) 
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Above: Seen at Brighton in 1972, displaying its later Civil Defence colours, this former Middlesex ambulance is one that started life as a fire 
engine. The unusual round porthole window in the patient compartment was a characteristic of the Middlesex ambulances, as well as some of 
the early Wadhams CVlls. 


coachbuilders, as approved builders of 
ambulances on its chassis. These were 
Appleyard of Leeds, Stewart & Arden of Acton, 
London, Kennings of Clay Cross, Derbyshire 
and Wadhams of Waterlooville, although 
it seems many other coachbuilders, not 
approved by Morris-Commercial, also built 
ambulances on these chassis, such as Lomas of 
Wilmslow and Wilson & Stockall of Bury. 

In the early 1950s, Middlesex Fire and 
Ambulance Service inherited a number of 
obsolete ten-year-old Morris-Commercial 
CV type heavy pumping units, with 11 ft 6ins 
wheelbase, from the National Fire Service, 
which had seen little use after the main 
London Blitz. The bodies were removed by the 
brigade's workshop staff, who also refurbished 
the chassis and mechanics, fitting them with 
special springing and shock absorbers at the 
service's in-house Brentwood workshops. 

Coachbuilder, J S Keam & Co Ltd, of Hackney, 
was commissioned to construct the ambulance 
bodies to the brigade's own design, not only 
on the redundant fire engines, but also on new 
chassis acquired from London dealer Stewart & 
Arden, the sole supplier of Morris-Commercials 
in London. 

The interior design of the Middlesex 
ambulance coaches featured four forward¬ 
facing coach-type double seats on the offside, 
with Dunlopillo rubber filling, covered with red 
leather cloth, (In Middlesex, the infirm travelled 
in style), while on the nearside, there was a 
double seat facing inwards, with a stretcher 
stored behind. In total, the ambulance could 
accommodate 11 sitting cases or 10 sitting 


cases and one stretcher patient. 

These dual-purpose ambulances were 
introduced to cope with the huge increase 
of outpatients visiting clinics, following the 
implementation of the National Health Service 
Act. Outpatient journeys were a type of work 
that was practically unheard of before the 
Act was passed, except on a fee-paying basis. 
From 1948, the service was free, which still 
appertains to this day. 

Another firm noton Morris-Commercials 
approved list, but providing ambulances on 
these chassis, was the Cunard Commercial 
Body Building Co Ltd, of Wembley, which also 
supplied ambulances to Middlesex County 
Council.These ambulances featured side doors 
to the patient compartment as well as double 


rear doors. 

The seating arrangements on these consisted 
of a stretcher mounted on the nearside, while 
on the offside there was a full-length locker 
provided, with hinged covers on which five 
patients could sit. An attendant's seat at 
the front had runners to allow for a second 
stretcher to be carried in cases of emergencies. 
Hampshire Car Bodies also constructed 
ambulance bodies on Morris-Commercial 
chassis for Middlesex County Council. 

In latel 951, Appleyard introduced a new 
prototype ambulance on Morris-Commercial's 
six cylinder NVS chassis, sending it around 
the country, giving demonstrations to various 
health authorities.Two standard ambulance 
bodies were offered; one designed to carry two 



Above: This early Leeds City Morris-Commercial featured a 999 registration. In the days before 
wheeled stretcher trolleys, on arrival at hospital, ambulance crews had to seek a steel skeleton 
frame trolley upon which to place the poles and canvas Furley stretcher, before wheeling the 
whole unit, complete with patient, into the department. 


www.roadscene.com 


May 16 7 






















Above: One of the few survivors, this Morris-Commercial LC4 with AppLeyard ambulance bodywork was bought with subscriptions by the workers of 
Wolsingham Steel Company,Tow Law, County Durham and was still in service at the plant in the mid-1970s. (C Hall) 


stretcher cases, with the option of a further 
two, using a special removable frame work, at a 
cost of £785. The other type, costing £645, was 
designed to transport 11 sitting cases, or one 
stretcher patient in cases of emergencies. There 
were three tubular framed single seats on the 
nearside and four double seats on the offside. 

The folding emergency stretcher could be 
accommodated on the seats by folding the 
seat backs down and making a platform. The 
stretcher ambulance had double doors at 
the rear, with single rear door for the sitting 
case version, plus an additional side door 
at the front of the patient compartment on 
the nearside.This new model incorporated 
improvements, including an increase in the 
headroom by three inches and an extra six 
inches on the internal width. 




Above: Not a Morris-Commercial, as it first appears, but an Austin 301 of Northumberland County 
Council Ambulance Service, based at the part-time Prudhoe depot, on the south bank of the River 
Tyne. 


Above: Looking rather worse-for-wear, a pair 
of Lomas-bodied Morris-Commercial LC5s of 
Newcastle upon Tyne Corporation, pictured 
outside the city’s East End Depot, a converted 
ice cream factory. 

There were not many ambulance services 
that did not, at one time, operate at least one 
ambulance on the popular post-war Morris- 
Commercial chassis and the model could be 
seen the length and breadth of the country, 
including the whole of Scotland, where the 
nationalised ambulance service operated 
hundreds of Morris-Commercial ambulances, 
all bodied by local coachbuilders. 

The normal control aspect and smart 
design made them good-looking, purposeful 
vehicles, and they gave good service, until 
they were replaced in time, increasingly by the 
introduction of the forward control Morris LD 
and FG chassis, which became equally popular 
for ambulance work. 
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The Coopers Classic Collection 
AUCTION 

Saturday 23rd April 10.30am 
East of England Showground, Oundle Rd, Alwalton, 
Peterborough PE2 6XE 

200 Classic cars and trucks from one private collection 


Protruck Auctions are proud to have been appointed by 
Mr and Mrs Cooper to offer their collection of Classic and Historic Vehicles by auction. 



A complete listing of all vehicles in this once in a lifetime auction 
will be available in due course, please see the website for details 


protruck 

9 AUCTIONS 

part al The fled Aticlinit G mup 


Charlie@protruckauctions.co.uk 
www.protruckauctions.co.uk 
01427 871500 

Protruck Auctions Sandtoft Ind Estate Belton Doncaster 



Fabulous Arena Displays 
Lawn Mower Racing 
Fairground Rides r> 

Steam Engines 
Quad Bikes 
Trampolines 
Classic Cars 
Tug of War 
Food Hall ^ 

Overnight Camping 
Live Entertainment Saturday Night w ' 

Woodacre Lodge Farm, PR3 1BN 


Main attraction: 


BROKE 

FMX 


The UK’s leading 
motorcycle 
display team! 


(off A6 between J32 and 33 M6) 


Tel: 07713 128783 or 07772 264363 


email: info@scortonsteam.co.uk 


Advance tickets: www.scortonsteam.co.uk 
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Scenes 

Remembered 





Above: The Society’s first powered road vehicle was the 5 ton Maidstone-built Jesse Ellis steam 
wagon, built in 1903 and registered A 78 in London, in January 1904. 

(ALL pictures from the ALLan Bedford CoLLection, unLess otherwise stated) 


Allan Bedford looks at the role 
which road transport played in 
the growth of the Royal Arsenal 
Co-operative Society in peace and 
war. This first part takes us up to 
the end of world War II 

oolwich, on the South Bank 
of the Thames, has formed 
part of the London Borough 
of Greenwich since 1965. 
Some 97 years before that 
administrative change, the town saw the birth 
of a once mighty Co-operative Society, which 
grew and grew, until it faded away quietly 117 
years later, in 1985. 

The Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society 
was established in November 1868,24 years 
after the founding pioneers in Rochdale, at 
the instigation of William Rose, a member 
of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers, 
who was employed in theTool Room of the 
Shell Foundry in the massive Arsenal. At its 
inaugural meeting, 20 members enrolled and 
contributed £4 11s in subscriptions, to establish 
The Royal Arsenal Supply Association', which 
became the Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society 
in 1882. 

Woolwich had up to that period played a 
significant role in the defence of the realm, 
thanks to the establishment of the dockyard 
where some of Henry Vll's warships were built 
and the establishment of the Royal Arsenal 'by 
1700'. 


Ironically, with a change of Government 
in 1869 and the MP for the neighbouring 
Greenwich Division, one Mr William Gladstone, 
being appointed Prime Minister, replacing 
Benjamin Disraeli, cutbacks led to the closure 


of the dockyard and reductions in manpower 
at the Arsenal. Among those made redundant 
was William Rose, who emigrated to America. 
The former dockyard site would 57 years later 
play an increasing role in the growth of the 
society as we shall see. 

By the time the society celebrated its 21 st 

Left: The first internal combustion-engined 
vehicle to join the fleet, in 1909, was this 
French-built Mors, LD 6470, as illustrated 
in Motor Traction Magazine dated 12th 
March 1910, with the following caption. 

‘The company owns a powerful four cylinder 
Mors lorry and a Jesse Ellis steam wagon, 
both of which are in daily service. The former 
has been in regular use for over six months, 
during which time no serious failure has 
been recorded.The daily mileage is between 
40 and 60, with half a day being set aside for 
overhaul and adjustments. Leaving Woolwich 
each morning, for the collection of goods 
and, after delivery at the chief depot, it 
carries another Load to the various branches. 
Some smaller car-derived Mors, fitted with 
rudimentary truck bodies, again with the 
characteristic shouldered radiator shown on 
this example, served with the British forces 
on the Western Front during World War L. 
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Left: Pictured at La Ferte-Sous-Joare, France 
in 1914, this typical example of a subsidy 
Hallford, registered in 1912, from the fleet of 
Robertsons Preserves Factory at Bellingham, 
Catford, next door to the GLennifer Laundry 
mentioned in the article, has obviously been 
taken straight from service.The original 
Paisley preserves factory appears to have 
favoured Leyland products during this 
period, but the London branch favoured 
the more Locally-built product.The Catford 
factory closed in 1970 and, following several 
changes of ownership,‘Golden Shred’is now 
marketed by an American company. 

Below: A Dennis subsidy‘A’Type 3-tonner, 
delivered in 1919 and carrying Fleet No 25, is 
seen Loading wooden crates at the preserve 
factory, situated in the Society-built BostaLL 
Estate in Abbey Wood. 


Above: A1931AEC Majestic, GP 8249, from the CWS fleet with milk for the RACS. (British Commercial 
Vehicle Museum Archive). 


Anniversary, branches were trading in Erith, 
Plumstead and Charlton, as well as further 
branches in Woolwich. Daily milk deliveries 
to householders was available, a bakery 
established and farmland purchased, where 
houses were later built and sold on generous 
mortgage terms to members. 

Naturally, the society was entirely dependant 
on the horse as the only means of transport 
into the new century, and to a diminishing 
degree for the next 60 years. In 1903, however, 
'progress'arrived, in the shape of an undertype 
5 ton steam wagon, believed to have been 
the twentieth built by Jesse Ellis in Maidstone. 
This was shortly before the introduction of 
registration numbers in January 1904, when 


Above: A wonderful example of the 
signwriter’s arts from around 1930, 
promoting the fifteen acre Commonwealth 
Buildings complex. 


the vehicle was allocated the London plate 
'A78'. 

The full history of the Jesse Ellis wagons can 
be found in Robert Whitehead's exhaustive 
history. Shareholders in the enterprise included 
three brothers from the Maidstone brewing 
dynasty, Fremlin's,Thomas Aveling, Richard 
Porter and John C Beadle of Dartford. Two years 
later, another 5 ton Maidstone-built wagon, 
carrying the Maidstone, Kent registration, D 
1688, arrived. Sadly the last of these wagons 
were built in 1907, the year the business failed, 
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Right: A good example of the many Dennis 
vehicles supplied to the Society is this Lancet- 
based 4-tonner, GY 685, Fleet No 187, from 
around 1931. 


Below: The French-built Latil Tractor, GN 5926, 
from around 1930. (National Co-operative 
Archive, Manchester) 


Below right: The Tower House Building and 
former RACS store in Lewisham, pictured in 
February 2016, showing the wonderful art 
deco Latil. 


— 


the last known survivor belonging to Fremlins, 
which continued to deliver beer in Maidstone 
until 1923. 

These steam wagons provided the only 
mechanical transport for a further four years, 
when the Society took delivery of a Paris-built 
'Mors' in the autumn of 1909. In a report in an 
edition of Motor Traction dated 12th March 
1910, the vehicle is described as a powerful 
four cylinder and appears to have been a 28 hp 
three tonner. The report also mentions that the 
Society owned a Jesse Ellis wagon, so it would 
appear that only one of them remained in use 
by this date. 


Mors was famous for its large powerful 
cars, which won many of the early road races 
in Europe in the early 20th Century, but 
commercials featured until 1914, many based 
on the company's large cars. Andre Citroen 
reorganised the company in 1909 but, by 1919, 
had begun building cars under his own name 
in the same factory and the Mors name on cars 
had faded away by 1925. 

By 1913, the Society had expanded its 
territory into South-west London and additional 
branches trading by this time included Sutton, 
Raynes Park, Wimbledon, Walworth, Peckham 
and Penge. With this rapid expansion further 


'motors'were required. On 9th September 
1913, Fodens dispatched a 5 ton wagon from 
Sandbach, completion of which was delayed, 
as there is a record of a letter of apology from 
the company. Four days later, the Society's Fleet 
Engineer reported that everything was in order, 
except the boiler leaking in two places and the 
regulator being incorrectly fitted. However, 
authority was given to pay the account, but also 
to contact Fodens regarding the defects. 

The Society had established a well-equipped 
coachworks at Woolwich, to build the many 
horse-drawn wagons, hand carts and construct 
bodywork for the 'motors'. 



Above: Three ScammeLL mechanical horses, including 1935-built BXV 815 and CGO 63. (National Co-operative Archive) 
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Above: AFordson BB Luton van BLC974 (London, 1934), fleet no 222, of the Above: AFordson AAvan,AXH 801 (London, 1934), fleet no 210, used by the 

RACS Furnishing Department, seen in March 1935. RACS Laundry Service, seen in July 1935. 


On 14th November 1913, Daimler contacted 
the Society, regarding a 10 cwt chassis which 
was ready and enquired whether delivery 
would be taken in Coventry or Woolwich; 
naturally, the latter was requested. Shortly after 
the vehicle entered the fleet, gross overloading 
on the rear axle led to an engineers report 
stating that, during its first fortnight's service, 
the rear wheels had worn half-way through 
the mudguards! A request to the manager of 
the Peckham Rye Branch to investigate these 
problems was made. 

A Dartford-built Hallford was also in service by 
this time but, in November of 1913, a number 
of unspecified faults were reported, which 
Halls put right for a fitting charge of £6 10s, 
which the Society haggled over, leading to a 
reduction to £4, with Halls stating it was not 
implying obligation. This vehicle was used by 
the butchery department, which reported a 
satisfactory result. 

Despite these minor problems the Society 
requested a quote from the makers, J&E Hall, 
on 29th December 1913, for both a 2 ton and a 
3 ton chassis. The quotation had been received 
by 5th January 1914, giving a price of £498 for 
the light chassis and £570 for the three tonner. 

The 3-tonner was chosen and the Society's 
Works Department was instructed to proceed 
in building a suitable body. A few days later, the 
order was amended to include chain guards, 
at extra cost. In February, the Fleet Engineer 
was instructed to examine and test the Hallford 
under full load and power, and accept delivery 
if found satisfactory. He reported that, under 
full load, the trial was in every way satisfactory 
and it was resolved to issue a cheque to Halls 
for £596 in accordance with the terms of the 
contract. 

Concurrent with all this activity Foden was 
asked to quote for a further 5 ton wagon, 
complete with a 3 ton trailer, while alternative 
quotes were also to be sought. By the middle 
of January, Fodens had replied giving a price 
of £475, but with an extended delivery of 14 
weeks, with which the Society was obviously 


unimpressed. Instructions were therefore 
issued to contact a representative from William 
Allchin of Northampton, founded in 1847, 
which had been building steam wagons since 
1910. (The last Allchin wagon left the works in 
1931, by which time, just 256 had been built). 

By 20th January, Allchin had submitted a 
quote of £465, a £10 saving, but also offered an 
impressive one month's delivery.The Society, 
in accordance with the aims of the movement, 
concluded that the tender would be accepted, 
providing the wages and conditions of the 
supplier's employees and the workmanship of 
the chassis were all satisfactory. 

This was swiftly followed by a delegation 
from Woolwich travelling to Northampton on 
a Saturday morning, to visit the 'Globe Works', 
which reported back favourably. The makers 
recommended that an extra hind wheel 
should be included, which was agreed to, for 
an additional £16.10. By mid-March, the 5 ton 
wagon, Works No 186, was in Woolwich and, 
after the fleet engineer was satisfied with its 
performance'under working conditions', the 
invoice for £483.10 was settled. 

The 3 ton Hallford purchased in February 
had been supplied under the Government's 


'Subsidy Scheme', Halls being one of the seven 
certified manufacturers (the others at this 
date were Dennis, Karrier, Maudslay, Leyland, 
Thornycroft and Wolseley).With war declared 
on 4th August 1914, it took just 11 days for this 
vehicle to be commandeered, with military 
personnel arriving at the Society's depot on 
Saturday, 15th August. 

They issued a payment of £642, in accordance 
with the scheme. This specified that the War 
Department would pay the current value 
less depreciation, plus 25%, the original 
price paid being £596. Many of the vehicles 
commandeered travelled to Southampton 
or Avonmouth for embarkation. All owners 
registered under the scheme were to receive 
three days notice of commandeering. As the 
Society's minutes which have been examined 
only refer to a Hallford chassis, did the Society 
have time to remove the body, as many of 
those taken during this period went as they 
were. 

With the serious restrictions imposed by the 
war on unessential vehicles for non-military 
purposes, it is surprising to find that the Society 
conducted an exhaustive costing exercise in 
September 1914 of horse versus motor. This 



| Above: Looking brand new, this Bedford WLG, fleet no 246, with its stylishly finished and signwritten 
Luton van body for the pharmacy department, was photographed in May 1936. 
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Above: ALL these stiLLs are taken from a 1990s Channel 4 documentary. They were captured during a procession through Woolwich, organised by 
the Woolwich & District Peace Council, and supported by the Co-operative movement in July 1937. This was at the height of the Spanish Civil War, 
Mussolini’s occupation of Abyssinia and Hitler’s relentless rise. We can see a Bedford WTLand AEC,a 1920s Dennis passing an AEC with a Peace Banner 
visible, a Bedford WS Box van and WTLcoal Lorry, with an ‘ST’Class Regent caught up in the procession, and a brand new Bedford WTLcoal Lorry, EGP 
683, and another AEC. 



Above: An example of a Wigan-built Pagefield 
operated by Wandsworth Borough Council 
and dating from the mid-1920s. Many 
Councils favoured this early example of full 
for empty wheeled skip wagons. 


calculated that deliveries made with a Daimler 
lorry, with interest, depreciation, petrol, repairs 
and wages for a man and boy, worked at £4.3s 
6d against a pair horse van, with feed, stabling, 
depreciation and wages for a man and boy 
calculated at £5 2s or £3 8s for a single horse 
van.This saving could be achieved with eight 
motors versus sixteen horses. 

Following this up, the Society instructed 
the Fleet Engineer to recommend a suitable 
10 cwt vehicle. He recommended Belsize of 
Manchester or Star of Wolverhampton, the 
latter supplying a demonstration van which, by 
18th September 1914, had been purchased. An 
order was then placed for a further three Stars, 
with a deposit of £10 each paid, and in further 


correspondence, a change of tyre size to be 
fitted from 815x105 to 820x120, was agreed at 
an additional cost of £6 per vehicle. 

It appears that delays to the promised 
delivery date prompted a suggestion that 
the Fleet Engineer and two others form a 
deputation to the Wolverhampton Works, as 
a surprise, to examine work on the motors 
on order! The quality of the vehicles however 
must have been acceptable, as further orders 
were placed in 1919 but, again, deliveries were 
fraught with difficulties, as we will see. 

Also in September 1914, it was minuted that 
the Assistant Fleet Manager recommended the 
disposal of the Jesse Ellis Steam Wagon, as it 
was of no further use, and he was instructed to 


Above: A Lovely‘Real Photo’ postcard of BLackfriars Bridge, taken almost certainly in the summer 
of 1937. The plane trees are in full Leaf to the Left and in the queue, a 1920s Dennis from the 
butchery department of the Society is seen heading for Smithfield. Approaching us is a fairly 
new‘STL’on route 76, and behind a VauxhaLL 25hp‘G’ Series saloon, a model introduced in 
August 1936, passes an NS class bus. The Last of these Left daily service in the capital on 30th 
November 1937. Also in view can be seen a Wigan-built Pagefield refuse wagon, returning to 
the south of the river, having discharged its Load probably into a barge bound for the Essex marshes. 
Wandsworth, Southwark and Lambeth councils all used this system. I rather suspect that the blurred 
Ford 10 Model ’C’ streaking past has been added to an otherwise wonderful photo. The cream van 
on the left between the buses belongs to Booths Dry Gin, while the Lorry next to the ‘Brylcreem’ STL 
carries a Dennis badge on the tailboard, offering Dennis genuine spares phone Brixton 6616. 


obtain the best price available. 

Moving on to the early post-war period, we 
discover that, in June 1919, an old Albion van 
was offered at auction, but not sold. An offer of 
£70 from the Eastern Motor Wagon Company 
was received in October. This company had, 
prior to the war, supplied Foden steam wagons 
on contract hire to Trumans the Brewers. 

The future vehicle policy of the Society and, 
indeed, many others in the country for the 
next decade, favoured Dennis. An order was 
placed for eight 3 ton Dennis A'types in late 
July 1919. The total quoted price was £997.10, 
less 11 14%, with instructions given to the Works 
Foreman to build bodies'of the usual type'. By 
the following month, Dennis Bros advised an 
increase in price, no doubt due to galloping 
post-war inflation. These duly entered service 
later in the year, with one joining the Butchery 
Department carrying the registration, LT 8345. 

As mentioned earlier, the Society still had 
faith in the products of Star of Wolverhampton. 
We find, on 13th August 1919, that one chassis 
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I Above: The mobile shop in Evelyn Street, Deptford, as acquired and repainted by the RACS in 1944. 

(National Co-operative Archive) 


on order was still delayed, with the promise 
on 24th of the month, that one vehicle would 
be available the following week, leaving three 
others outstanding. 

This unsatisfactory situation prompted 
correspondence between the Society and 
Star's Managing Director, Mr Lisle.The Society 
considered a reduction of the outstanding 
order, to a total of three, at a cost of £700 
less 15%. The Star company, however, was 
unwilling to meet this demand and stated 
that the discount of 15% could only be offered 
on the full order of four vehicles, and that 
any reduction would reduce the discount 
allowance to 10%, at which point the Society 
agreed to the original contract. 

A further vehicle disposal in November 1919 
was the Allchin 5 ton steam wagon purchased 
in 1914, at an original cost £483.10, which 
was sold to a MrTickner of 12 Clyde Street, 
Deptford SE8, for £650. 

At this time, at least one Hallford remained 
with the Society, as its Fleet No 8. It was 
involved in an accident in July 1919, the same 


month as steamer, Fleet No 35. A few days later, 
a 3 ton Foden steamer, Fleet No 9, received 
a new firebox, fitted by H C Bauley, of Bow, 

E3, a long established Foden agent, for £95. 

A further intriguing sale concerned an old 
company car, to a Mr Smith of Charlton, also 
in July. The car was recorded as a'Planet'and, 
referring to NickGeorgano's 1968'Complete 
Encyclopaedia of Motor Cars'the only Planet 
listed was an assembled job, built in Clapham, 
London between 1904/5 and available as a two 
cylinder 12 hp or four cylinder 24 hp. 

By now, the Society catered for most of the 
everyday needs of its members, with grocery, 
milk, bread, coal, its own abattoir, laundry and 
even a jam factory. It was realised that the 


centralisation of some of these activities was 
the only way to sustain the Society's continuing 
growth. With the release of some of the old 
dockyard land by the government, in 1926 
the Society acquired nine acres at the cost of 
£60,000, increased the following year by the 
purchase of an additional six acres. 

By 1929, an additional 63 branches had been 
opened and the transformation of the former 
dockyard site, now re-named Commonwealth 
Buildings, was completed by 1932. The Society 
could boast in 1937 that the building housed 
21 industries and employed over 400 people. 

As well as Dennis, the Society favoured AEC 
for some lightweight vans in 1927. The CWS 
itself built both cars and commercials during 
the decade, under the 'Bell' name at Chorlton, 
Manchester, for use by Societies throughout 
the land, which by now exceeded 500. 
Although at least two dozen Societies used 
them, none are believed to have seen service 
with any of the London or Home Counties 
Co-ops. 

A parallel can be drawn with the activities 
of neighbouring societies and the pioneering 
regional bus companies, as great pains were 
taken to agree territory, with evidence of 
boundary stones being laid in the street. One 
example of my own recall was the situation 
during the 1950s in Barnehurst, Kent, which 
at that time was administered by the Crayford 
UDC. There was a choice between United 
Dairies and the RACS for milk, with bread 
available from the RACS or Grooms of Erith, 
with other needs available from the RACS 
stores built around 1930. The situation in 
Crayford was totally different, with the Dartford 
Industrial Co-operative Society (DICS) and its 
chocolate brown and cream electric floats from 
the dairy and bakery departments and its two 


Above: How the Morris Commercial‘C’Type mobile shop,AKP 113, purchased by the Society in 1944, 
Looked when new. It was posed at the ‘Tudor Cottage’, Eynsford - still standing - with a school 
boy being served. There is every possibility that the bodywork was constructed by J C Beadle of 
Dartford 
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Above: A scene of total devastation in the centre of Lewisham, caused by a VI ‘Doodlebug’, which 
crashed on the roof of an air raid shelter at 9.41 am on 28th July 1944, among the market stalls 
outside Marks & Spencers, claiming 59 Lives and hundreds of casualties.The blast shattered 
frontage of the Society’s Tower House Department by the CLockTower can be seen. Identifiable 
vehicles include an Austin ’Katie’ military ambulance, several International K Series tippers and, 
on the left, a very interesting American mobile crane unit, which Bart Vanderveen describes as an 
M2 (THEW Shovel MC 6x6) fitted with a Hercules 179 bhp six cylinder motor and a Waukesha four 
cylinder to operate the Lorain Crane. For a better photo of one of these, refer to the Lewisham 
Borough Archive collection which reveals that they were used by the London County Council War 
Debris Survey Unit. Note the remains of the Albion Pub, seen rebuilt in a 1970s picture with the 
next part of the story... 


shops serving the community alongside the 
same competitors. 

A most interesting addition to the transport 
fleet in 1930 was a French-built Latil tractor 
unit, GN 5926. This vehicle was immortalised, 
along with a locomotive and a ship, on the 
frontage of the wonderful art deco Tower 
House' Department Store at Lewisham Clock 
Tower opened in 1933. The vehicle and 


frontage are shown on page 12. Although it 
has long ceased to be a Co-op, the building 
survives. 

The introduction of the Scammell Mechanical 
Horse in September 1933 soon proved very 
popular with the railway companies and the 
RACS soon became a customer as well, with at 
least two purchases in 1935, BXV 815 and CGO 
63, also seen on page 12. The London Society 



Above: A daily scene in Hare Street, Woolwich, around 1924, with traffic queuing for the Free Ferry. 
ABullnose Morris is nearest the camera, with a ‘Baby Austin’further down.The unknown Lorry, 

LC 4197, belongs to Weston & WestaLL, an old-established London Salt and Soda Merchant.The 
Home & Colonial Grocery Store at Nos 29-31 was Later occupied by the RACS. Home & Colonial 
Joined forces with the Maypole Dairy Company and Liptons, to form Allied Suppliers which, in 
pre-supermarket days, was one of our Largest grocers. H&C’s founder, Julius Drewe, made his 
fortune selling tea and, along with his successful chain of shops, it enabled him to commission 
the building of the Last castle in England, Castle Drogo,at Drewsteignton in Devon, now owned by 
the National Trust. 



(LCS), however, favoured the Karrier Cob. 

As mentioned in my article on the Society's 
coach fleet, eight 1927 Dennis coaches on the 
50 cwt chassis, which quickly became obsolete, 
were converted to lorries for the transport fleet 
by 1931, and no doubt served a much longer 
spell on these duties. 

Several Fords, including a Model AA for the 
laundry fleet and a BB for furnishing, joined 
the fleet in the early 1930s, but with the 
introduction of the Bedford WT range in late 
1933, the Luton product began to dominate, 
carrying everything from groceries to coal. 

For heavier loads, a number of handsome 
AEC Matador or Monarch box vans were also 
purchased. 

The development and re-building of 
existing premises, to create department stores 
continued through the 1930s, with additional 
industrial units built in Mitcham, which 
incorporated a large dairy and distribution unit, 
bakery and laundry. Curiously, one RACS store 
traded north of the river, in North Woolwich, 
while all other stores and services in the 
surrounding area were the responsibility of 
the London Society (LCS). With the Woolwich 
Free Ferry providing an easy transport link, 
distribution was not difficult and, until 
1965, this enclave was even administered 
by Woolwich Borough Council. This long 
association no doubt linked to the period 
following the Norman Conquest, when this 
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geographical anomaly was considered part of 
Kent. 

The war years that followed left five of 
the Society's stores destroyed and, owing 
to its prime position on the waterfront, 
Commonwealth Buildings experienced 20 
separate incidents, possibly intended for the 
giant Siemens Brothers complex next door or 
the Arsenal nearby. 

All requests for replacement vehicles during 
this difficult time had to made to the Ministry 
of WarTransport, which would allocate the 
few available vehicles at its discretion, but the 
Society on many occasions found second-hand 


Above: One of the few early RACS stores still in operation is a Large wing of the Links branch on 
PLumstead Common, originally opened in December 1904.Timpsons began operations nearby in 
1913 and this early charabanc is seen about to depart from outside the store shortly after Wolrd 
War LTo date, I have been unable to discover the chassis builder of this ungainly vehicle, even 
Mike Sutcliffe was puzzled... 


vehicles to supplement this'rationing'. 

The men responsible for the transport fleet 
were the Transport Manager Dennis Falvey, 
who we previously met in the RACS coach 
story, assisted by the Chief Engineer, Mr Aldred. 

It would appear, however, that new electric 
milk floats were much easier to obtain. An 
order for 22 Model B25 chassis with batteries, 
metal rectifiers and Metropolitan Vickers 
relays, built by Midland Electric Vehicles of 
Leamington Spa was placed in September 
1943. The total cost of this fleet, with a 10% 
discount, amounted to £10,308 7s 6d, with the 
addition of bodies, built in-house at £145 each, 
giving a grand total of £13,408 7s 6d. 

Details of second-hand purchases recorded 
include an AEC Monarch Box van, ex-Danish 
Bacon (DBC), for £400 in February 1944, 
followed in April by a Fordson 3-tonner at £495 
and Bedford 3-tonner in May for £650, both 
for household coal deliveries. Replacements 
for the fuel department continued in the latter 
part of the year with three more Bedfords plus 
a Commer from Rootes in Maidstone for £495. 

This was the period when hundreds of VI 
(Doodlebugs) and later the deadly V2 rockets 
were aimed at the capital with both property 


and the Society's own employees suffering 
dreadfully. The Mitcham depot was damaged 
by a VI in July 1944, leading to a request 
from Messrs Falvey and Aldred for authority 
to purchase replacement vehicles for those 
destroyed. A 1939 3 ton Commer box van was 
available from Rootes, Maidstone, for £540, 
followed in February 1945 by a Commer 25 cwt 
at £285, less 10%. 

Worse was to follow; on August 5th a 
VI crashed into the Lordship Lane, Camberwell 
branch, killing four women employees and 
19 others, many of them queuing for a tram 
outside the shop. The Evelyn Street, Deptford 
store was also destroyed around this time 
and, in September, the Society's Dry Goods 
Manager was instructed to negotiate with 
the neighbouring Dartford Society (DICS), for 
the purchase of a travelling shop. The vehicle, 
new in December 1933, AKP 113, on a Morris 
Commercial'C'Type chassis, had previously 
enjoyed a more peaceful time travelling the 
leafy lanes of the beautiful Darenth Valley, 
but would henceforth travel in the midst of 
wholesale destruction, in the Deptford and 
New Cross areas, as seen on page 15. 

This purchase was very timely, as a far worse 
incident occurred at 12.26 pm, on Saturday, 
25th November 1944. At that precise moment, 
a V2 landed on the packed Woolworth stores 
in New Cross Road, also destroying the 
neighbouring RACS store with two employees 
killed and causing over 160 deaths (aged 
between 1 month and 80 years) and mass 
destruction, making it the most deadly of the 
whole V weapon campaign.The road outside 
being the main A2 from London, was also very 
busy at the time and a passing London-bound 
'LT'class AEC Renown, on the 53a, was totally 
destroyed, together with an army lorry adding 
to the death toll. 
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No landscape too hostile, or challenge too great. 

John Greeves tells us about these all-terrain vehicles, which conquered Antarctica in the late 1950s. 


E mmitt E Tucker Senior, of Tucker 
Sno-Cat® Corporation, was one of 
13 children born in a log cabin in 
1892, in jump-off Joe Creek, near 
Grants Pass, Oregon. As a boy, he 
walked to school through heavy snow and 
had a dream to develop a snow machine 
that could move through deep, soft snow. 

He spent half a life time in developing the 
perfect snow vehicle and ensuring the 
business became the world leader it is today. 

While other competitors, such as Thiokol, 
Kristi Snowcat and Aktiv SnowTrac, have 
ceased production, this family business 
has gone on from strength to strength. The 
newest model, the Tucker-Terra®, today has 
four all-rubber tracks and exhibits supreme 
versatility for winter or summer operations, 
and is adept for Snow Grooming, Snow 


Removal, Search and Rescue, Ambulance, 
Avalanche Control, Oil and Gas Exploration, 
Mining,Telecommunication Operations, 
Personnel and Cargo Carrier, Agriculture 
and many other uses. 

In the early 1920s, Emmitt Tucker built 
several spiral-driven machines, but had very 
little success with the principle involved. 

The vehicles lacked the ability to perform 
over uneven terrain, and their ability to 
steer was essentially non-existent. He 
realised that, if he was to achieve his desire 
to build a vehicle to travel in deep, soft 
snow, he had to come up with a completely 
different system. 

By the late 1930s, he had developed the 
first Sno-Cat, which had tank-like tracks 
which rotated around two rear mounted 
pontoons. Three skis, one at the front and 


two at the rear, provided balance. This gave 
greater traction and manoeuvrability, with 
the ability to travel on top of the snow, 
rather than going through it. In 1942, he set 
up his first production line in Grass Valley, 
California. The first models built in Grass 
Valley were the 322 and 323. 

Emmitt would also sell 70 of the Model 
222, for which power came from a 'flathead' 
Model IND 30 Chrysler six-cylinder 
industrial engine, which were bought 
by agencies such as the railroads, the US 
Geological Survey and Soil Conservation 
Service. 

Initially,Tucker Sno-Cats employed two 
front-mounted steering skis and two sets of 
tracks mounted at the rear. There were also 
at least three production models which only 
employed dual tracks, including the small 
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Right: ...And out of the crevasse and onward. 


agility that two tracks or skis could provide 
and gave each track an independent sprung 
unit that pivoted at the drive axle allowing 
for a greater degree of articulation on 
uneven terrain. 

This system was much better, although 
the materials still posed a problem.The 
steel tracks and pontoon system provided 
good traction, but the system suffered from 
corrosion and made maintenance very 
difficult. The Tucker Corporation, as usual, 
responded quickly and altered the design, 
to make use of lighter, corrosion-resistant 
glass-fibre pontoons, and replaced the steel 
tracks with rubber belts, embedded with 
cleats or metal grousers for traction. 

Other modifications followed and, in 
many Tucker Sno-Cats today, even the steel 
grousers have disappeared. The current 
generation of Sno-Cats® takes the belt 
system into the 21 st Century and employs 
a full rubber Terra Track®'system capable 
of traversing snow, land and even asphalt 
without leaving a mark. 

Tucker models stretch from the early two 
track 200 series to the present day 2000 
models, with the higher numbers being 
larger units. The 500 series Tuckers had 
extra wide tracks, which allowed them 
to carry heavy loads in deep soft snow. 
Although many of these vehicles could 
weigh up to and over 8000 pounds, Tuckers 
always ensured their'psi'(pounds per 
square inch) compared favourably with a 
skier treading lightly on snow. 


Trans Antarctic Expedition 

Tucker's Sno-Cats have earned their place 
in the annals of history, with the first 
motorised crossing of Antarctica, which 


222 & 223 Tucker Kitten. The Kitten was 
powered by a 10 hp engine. As well as these 
models, there was at least one prototype 
featuring two tracks and a mid-engine 
design. 

During the World War II Emmitt's three 
sons joined up, while he continued 
to develop and build Sno-Cats. It was 
always Emmitt's dream to re-locate to 
his birthplace and, in 1945, the business 
returned to Medford, Oregon. It was here 
that the iconic Tucker four track design was 
introduced in 1951. The doubling of the 
track ensured greater mobility over deep 
snow and further increased the level of 


Above: ‘Rock’n’RoLL’ meets the first crevasse 
on its Trans-Antarctic journey. 
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took place between November 1957 and 
1958 and involved four Sno-Cat 743 models. 
Nicknamed 'Rock'n'Roll', 'Haywire', 'Able'and 
'County of Kent', the 743s all survived this 
challenging feat.The expedition travelled 
from the Weddell Sea to the Ross Sea, via 
the South Geographic Pole, a distance 
of 2,158 miles, in 99 days. Sno-Cat Able 
was used as the command vehicle for 
the expedition's leader Vivian Fuchs and 
partially fell into a crevasse while making 
the first motorised Commonwealth Trans- 
Antartica sponsored expedition. 

Operating in temperatures down to -70 
F and winds up to 40 knots, the Sno-Cats 
averaged 22 miles a day at a rate of 1.54 
mpg.They carried up to one ton inside and 
hauled two sledges with 2 Vi tons each. 

They used the unique pontoon system and 



Above: The Sno-Cats puLLed two Loaded sledges. It Looks as if a Large proportion of the supplies was 
drums of fuel. 




Above: Transferring fuel, a Weasel cargo carrier can be seen in the background.Two types were used, 
M29 - Land Weasel, and M29C - Amphibious.The expedition also used modified Ferguson TE20 
tractors. 


articulated steering, powered by Chrysler 
V8 petrol engines, offering 200 hp at 4,000 
rpm, driving through a manual five speed 
gearbox, with a top speed of 15 mph. 

Few alterations were needed to these 
marvellous vehicles to survive Antarctica. 
These included a special anti-freeze engine 
lubricant, sealing every hole and lagging 
the cabin with inch-thick cellular plastics, 
as well as adding double windscreens. A 
demister unit, blowing warm air between 
the double screens prevented the formation 
of ice on the inside of the front driving 
screen. The towing arrangement was 
modified to give a better towing angle and 
an escape hatch built into the roof of the 
driving compartment for use in crevasses. 

The Commonwealth Expedition was a 
dual assault based on either side of the 
continent. It involved scientists from Britain, 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa The 
main party was led by Vivian Fuchs, which 
set out from Weddell Sea, while the second 
team, led by Edmund Hillary, departed from 
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Above: Sno-Cat ‘Able’ - note the Large‘A’on the door-is at the Canterbury Museum in New Zealand. (Tucker Sno-Cat Corporation and Canterbury Museum, NZ) 



Above: An early Sno-Cat machine, fitted with skis at the front. 

Right: : Jeff McNeil, a fourth generation Tucker and great grandson of Emmitt 
Tucker, seen with one of the prototypes for the Sno-Cat. 


Above: An early Sno-Cat with 
skis at the front emerges 
from a covered bridge in 
snowy Oregon. 


was the first to 
reach the Pole. His 
party had decided 
spontaneously to 
push on to meet Fuchs 
en route at the pole. 
Together, they 
negotiated the final descent 
to the Ross Sea, which proved 
far more difficult in the heavy 'Cats, the 
movement of which caused crevasses to 


their Ross Island base as a support team 
setting up depots along the route. 

Fuchs set up base in the summer of 1956, 
but his party only left on 24 November 
1957, because of bad weather. They used 
four Snow-Cats, three Weasels (a US Army 
cargo carrier, with a Studebaker straight six 
engine, with a hauling load speed of 8 to 
10 mph) and a Muskeg tractor (built by the 
Bombardier Company of Canada), as well as 


two teams of dogs 
which went ahead 
to gauge the lie of 
the land and mark a 
route to avoid steep ice 
ridges and crevasses. 

The party carried out 
valuable scientific research as 
it travelled, including seismic soundings 
and gravimetric readings. However, Hillary 


www.roadscene.com 


May 16 21 


















open. Finally on the 2nd March 1958, Fuchs 
and his company reached Scott Base. They 
had not only traversed the continent for the 
first time, but had also added considerably 
to the understanding of the region. 

Of thefourTucker Sno-Cat 743, one is 
currently displayed at the Science Museum, 
at Wroughton near Swindon, another is 
on display in the Antarctica section of 
the Canterbury Museum in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, and a third has returned to 
Tucker in Medford, Oregon. This is only one, 
according to Jeff McNeill, Great Grandson of 
Emmitt Tucker, still'in running and original 
condition'. The fourth Sno-Cat, 'County of 
Kent', was lost in a crevasse during a later 
expedition in 1959, along with its driver. 
Lieutenant Thomas Couzens, while in use by 
a New Zealand team. 



| Above: A Sno-Cat on test with a passenger-carrying trailer in the 1940s. 





Above: An 800 Series Sno-Cat seen in 1960, used by the US Antarctic 
Research Programme. 


Above: An 800 Series Sno-Cat, with a smaller 400 Series machine on the 
Load-bed, seen in 1960-61. 



Above: A small Tucker Sno-Cat, on 
a trailer behind a Jeep Station- 
wagon, in the 1960s. 


Left: Sno-Cats could be used 
for all sorts of work in difficult 
terrain, like preparing a 
smoothing ski-runs, as seen 
here, a job often carried out 
these days in Europe by a similar 
type of machine, called a ‘Pisten- 
BulLr. 


Even today the latest Sno-Cats® continue 
to 'step lighter than a man on snow shoes' 
and can be equipped to work in a range 
of environments, using conventional 
automotive-type controls, with steering 
wheel, foot throttle, foot-brake on a four 
bogies system, independently sprung, 
which provides a machine capable of 
climbing over daunting obstacles, or 
spanning the most uneven terrain, as well as 
combining manoeuvrability, workability and 
safety in true measure, where'no landscape 
seems too hostile, or challenge too great'. 


Links 

■ Tucker Sno-Cat® Corporation 

http://www.sno-cat.com/ 

■ Canterbury Museum 

http://www.canterburymuseum.com/ 

■ Science Museum 

http://www.sciencemuseum.org. 
uk/online_science/explore_our_ 
co 11 ect i o n s/o bj ect s/i n d ex/s mxg - 
24559?keywords=sno-cat 
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A Family Removals Company 

- My Grandfather and H Wilkins and Sons, of Henley-on-Thames 

Graham Wilkins looks at the history of the company run by his family, notably his grandfather, for 

many years and the vehicles which were operated. 



I Above: The horse-drawn wagon pictured in Henley around 1908. It is still thought to exist somewhere in Norfolk, having been restored during the 
1970s, by C & G Ayres, when the Wilkins business was taken over. 


M y grandfather, Frank 
Wilkins, was born in 
Henley-on-Thames in 1893, 
into a family of four sons 
and three daughters. He 
trained as a shorthand typist and worked in 
the City of London, before serving in France 
during World War I in a non-combatant role. 

On his return from France, he joined his 
father's company'H Wilkins and Sons'. My 
greatgrandfather, Henry Wilkins, had started 
a furniture business in Henley-on-Thames, 
sometime in the 1890s, and gradually 
expanded it to include removals, storage, 
packing, repairs, supplying new and second¬ 
hand furniture, carpets, curtains, loose 
covers and so on. 

The business was optimistically called 
'Wilkins and Sons'originally, although the 


sons were but infants at that time. One son 
would eventually join the business for a 
few years, and another, my grandfather, for 
nearly 50 years. 

There was a yard close to the town 
where the lorries were kept, repairs and re¬ 
upholstery and furniture storage took place, 
plus a shop, later two, in the town centre, 
where new and second-hand furniture was 
sold, with workshops above the smaller one, 
where curtains and loose covers were made. 

Before World War I, the transport was 
horse-drawn. A trip to London and back 
would take two days, calling at Colnbrook 
each way for a change of horses. 

Soon after his return from France, Frank 
Wilkins attended a sale with his father at 
the large site in Slough, which was used for 
storing surplus World War I vehicles - the 


site is now the trading estate - and bought a 
Thornycroft J Type lorry, the company's first 
mechanically propelled vehicle. 

He visited Oxfordshire County Council 
Licensing Office shortly afterwards, to 
register the vehicle but, apparently, they 
were unfamiliar with motor lorries and 
wanted to class it as a traction engine or 
similar, with various restrictions as to speed 
and so on. He therefore left in disgust, 
without registering the vehicle and, a few 
days later, embarked on a journey to London 
with the lorry still unregistered. 

The family have always held the view 
that another local carrier, who is no 
longer in business, jealous of their rival's 
move to motor transport, had contacted 
Hounslow Police and told them to expect 
the unlicensed lorry to pass their way that 
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day! The police duly watched out for him, 
stopped him near Hounslow Police Station 
and issued him with a summons to appear 
before the local Magistrates'Court, where he 
was fined five shillings. On a second visit to 
Oxford County Council he fared better and 
theThornycroft was registered as a motor 
lorry or similar, so all was well thereafter. 

Soon after this, a second-hand Ford Model 
T car was purchased and a local company 
converted it into a box van. Early in the 
1930s, a second-hand Ford AA lorry was 
acquired and later, around 1935, a new 
Bedford. 

Frank Wilkins told a tale about driving the 
Ford AA late one dark night. No notice was 


Left: The Thornycroft J Type, BW 3739 
(Oxfordshire, early 1920s), coming up the 
slipway at Yarmouth IOW in around 1924. 

Below: The converted Model T Ford, seen on 
the Woolwich Free Ferry around 1925. 

taken of drivers' hours in those days and, 
according to his mate, he suddenly applied 
the brakes and brought the vehicle to a 
stop. The toolbox, which was carried on the 
running board, fell into the road, disgorging 
its contents - it was full of bits left over when 
the vehicle was repaired or serviced - and 
Frank said 'Didn't you see that car?'There 
wasn't one, of course, as he had momentarily 
fallen asleep and was dreaming! 

From about this time, Frank ran the 
company, as he did for the next 35 years, 


I Above: The Ford Model AA, UD 4485 (Oxfordshire, 1931) and Bedford WTL, CME 279 (Middlesex, 1935), outside a thatched house somewhere in the 
Henley area, although the exact Location is currently unknown.This picture was believed to have been taken with a number of others, as publicity 
shots, possibly for headed notepaper and advertising. 
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V 



Above: The 1948 Austin K4 5 ton Lorry, JXR 421 
(London, 1948), pictured in the yard around 
1961. This had been extended at some point 
during its Life by 5 or 6 feet with an insert to 
the chassis and Luton van body, to provide 
extra capacity. 

with Henry Wilkins dying in 1946, aged 
around 85. 

After World War II, in around 1948, an 
Austin K4 5 ton lorry was purchased then, in 
1949 or 1950, a Commer chassis for a new 
lorry was ordered from a local dealer, but 
when the registration to be allocated was 
found to be'DUD', Frank promptly cancelled 
the order and placed another with a different 
dealer, elsewhere in Oxfordshire, after being 
told the registration would be'EBW' 

Another Austin lorry followed in 1951, a 
K8.1 travelled in this van a number of times 
during my school holidays and remember, 
on one occasion, when the speedometer 
was not working, that the driver told me he 
could tell when he had reached 30 mph, as 
the draught up his trouser leg had reached 
his knee! 


v r 


Above: The 1951 Austin K8 with coachbuiLt 
Luton van body,, FBW 2 (Oxfordshire, 1951), 
taken around 1964 in the yard with my 
younger brother, aged 8, at the controls’!) To 
the right of the van can be seen the hand 
operated petrol pump that was in use for 
many years. 

Right: The 1950 Commer, probably a 
Superpoise S4, EBW 219 (Oxfordshire, 1949), 
again pictured in the yard around 1961. 

The first diesel lorry was purchased in 1964, 
a Bedford TK. Frank drove it home himself 
from the coachbuilders in Reading at the age 
of about 71 with no trouble! The final lorry to 
join the fleet was a second-hand Austin FGK, 


The Bedford WTL on its travels, with the 
driver taking a cigarette break. Note the 
roof rack being put to good use! 
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with the'threepenny bit cab', however, no 
picture of it is known to have survived. 

Frank Wilkins also used small car-derived 
vans as general runabouts and I remember a 
pre-war Morris 8 van, bequeathed to a local 
garage who wanted the engine to install in 
a Morris 8 Tourer, which was being restored, 
then a Fordson E494C, similarly bequeathed 
to my brother, to provide spare parts for his 
E93A Ford Popular, followed by a Ford 300E. 

I spent many hours in these vans during 
my school holidays, accompanying Frank 
on his rounds to various properties in the 
Henley and South Oxfordshire areas, waiting 


Right: The 1964 Bedford TK diesel, DBW 
168B (Oxfordshire, 1964), to right of centre 
in this picture showing part of the yard 
and the fleet in the mid-1960s, including a 
Bedford CA van.The TK had a five speed crash 
gearbox fitted, the choice of its regular driver. 

Below: One of Frank Wilkins’Talbots, London- 
registered GW 2658, showing Frank and his 
wife (with Frank Looking a bit glum!) and 
Graham’s father, Looking about 16, which 
would date the photo to around 1936 
although the car probably dated from 1931 
or 1932. It was a Talbot 14/45, with the six 
cylinder engine. 



I Above: Possibly the Last of the CLynos owned by Frank Wilkins, an 11.9 hp model, with the family having a picnic around 1932, with Graham’s father in 
the foreground. 
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Right: One of Frank Wilkins’ Morrises, a Ten 
Series II of around 1937, Berkshire-registered 
JB 7658, pictured in 1949 with the author 
standing on the running board and clinging 
onto the door handle! 




for him while he took tea with the ladies of 
the houses, after giving estimates for house 
moves or measuring up for carpets, curtains 
or similar. Various Bedford CA vans were 
also used by the carpet-fitter after Frank had 
relinquished this role in his later years. 

Frank Wilkins retired in 1968, having 
sold the shops a few years earlier, with the 
removal and storage business passing to C 
& G Ayres of Reading, who traded from the 
same premises in Henley as'Wilkins (Henley) 
Ltd', as do the company's current owners, 
John Miles and his family. The old yard is 
about to close and be redeveloped and the 
business is to move to new premises on the 
edge of town. 

On the private car front, Frank apparently 
owned a number of Clynos during the 1920s, 
Talbots during the 1930s and Morrises 
during the 1940, as seen in the pictures. 

A new Ford Consul Mk I was bought in 
1953, a Zephyr Mk II in 1958 and a Zephyr 
4 Mk III in 1963. This latter car was ordered 
from a dealer in Reading and Frank asked 


that it be registered in Oxfordshire, so that 
it would bear a registration with an 'A' suffix, 
newly introduced in Oxfordshire at that time 
(early 1963).The dealer, however, had other 
ideas, because there was a local campaign 
to have an extra registration mark allocated 
to the County Borough of Reading and he 
wanted as many registrations there to back 
up this campaign as possible. Frank backed 
down and the car was allocated a Reading 


registration. 

After retiring, he bought a Volvo 144 
automatic, only giving up driving in his 
early 90s after a slight altercation with a 
Reading bus and 'before I hurt anybody'. He 
died in 1990, aged 96. My father and I were 
not interested in carrying on the business 
and opted for quiet lives in the Civil Service 
instead... 

Finally, amongst Frank's family albums 
were found two views of a typical 1920s 
motor establishment,'Binn's Garage' 
offering 'cars for hire, repairs and 
accumulators charged'. Perhaps it was 
where Frank Wilkins bought his cars during 
the 1920s and '30s, or had them repaired 
or serviced, but the location is unknown. 
Does any reader have any idea where this 
may have been? It is more than likely in 
Oxfordshire or Berkshire -any ideas to the 
editor, please. 


Binn’s Garage, a 
typical motor garage 
in the 1920s style - 
but where was it? 
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THE HOMECOMING 


According to the SD Enthusiast's Club, no Motor Panels-cabbed NY, or NX Series Shelvoke & Drewry 
municipal chassis from the 1970s had survived into preservation. Aside from the shortlived (and 
unsuccessful) 'E-type' from 1938, it was the only class ofSD chassis that was extinct. But that situation 
has now changed. Following a tip-off from the Island of Malta, where many old British commercials were 
exported for a second life, one has been found. Malcolm Bates was one of the first to welcome it 'Home'. 



Above and right: Not bad for a forty-something! 
Although needing some refurbishment, this 
ex-Malta SD NY-Series 50 cubic yard Revopak is 
the only known surviving example in running 
order. Unless ‘Vintage Roadscene’ readers 
know otherwise, that is! 

R emember that TV series 'Life 
on Mars'? Of course you do. 
Whatever the actual reason 
behind the'going back in time' 
theme, I can't help thinking the 
success of the series was more related to 
the fact that by transporting us back to 
before the days of rampant'PC-speak','Elf 
and Safety' legislation and the fear that any 
references to how someone looks, or where 
they came from might end up in court, the 
creators could write a storyline that was 
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Above: The business end.The Revopak 
featured a continuous-action moving‘rake’, 
on a hydraulically-controlled elliptical 
pattern hopper sweep path, with fixed tines 
to compact the Load. The design was a major 
sales success. 


Left: The inspection crew: SD Enthusiast 
Club members, Duncan Law (ex-Waltham 
Forest Council), Peter Johnston, chairman of 
McCreath Taylor (NI) Limited, Brian Carpenter 
(SD Enthusiast’s Club), and Matt McRoberts 
(McCreath Taylor). 


quintessential British'Guvnor's Motors', like 
Foden and ERF and every company car park 
was still stuffed with British-built Hillmans, 
Austins or Fords for the sales reps, while 
the bosses and junior managers had their 
Humbers, Jags or flash new Rover and Triumph 
2000s. How wrong we were. 


FIRE UP THE REVOPAK, CHRIS 

What were you doing at the start of'The 
Seventies'? What cars, buses and commercials 
were you likely to see on the streets? What did 
you drive? Me? I had an MG Magnette in the 
early 1970s, but various MGBs, Triumph TR4s, 
Lotus Cortinas and Elans by the end of the 
decade. Where are they all now? Our memories 
sometimes play tricks on us when recalling 
such matters, but mine has just received a'Life 
on Mars' moment. No, it wasn't so much a case 
of "Fire up the Quattro, Eugene," as "Fire-up the 
Revopak, Chris." 

Y'see, I'm in the yard of TransThomas near 
Bath and along with other members of the SD 
Enthusiast Club, I've just laid my eyes on an 
NY-Series Revopak refuse collector for the first 
time since... Well, if not as far back as 1973/4 
when the NY and NX series entered production 


more true-to-life than they could ever have 
got away with, if the whole thing were set 
in the present day. In other words, it was a 
great way of getting around all the current 
'sensitivities'that we have to watch out for. 

After all, in real life, we don't all get along 
without hurling abuse at each other, do we? 
And some people hold views that others might 
not agree with? That's what you get from living 
in a democracy. Get over it. But whatever we 
actually think, it's often best not to let on - a 
tough job, what with me being a journalist 
an'all. Because I'm supposed to be'impartial,' 
too. It says here. This might help explain the 
growing popularity of gritty new dramas 
set in the 1960s and 70s, the remakes of old 
films and the constant re-showing of high 
speed car chases from'The Sweeney'and'The 
Professionals'on daytime TV. The streetscenes 
are packed with interest - even though some 
of the more direct social references of the day 
have sometimes been mysteriously edited-out! 


'Nostalgia'might be what Vintage Roadscene 
is all about, but'going back in time'might be 
a mixed blessing. Did everyone really smoke 
that much? Did I really wear that shirt? And 
did we all really think a prawn cocktail, a steak 
with all-the-trimmings and a slab of Black 
Forest gateaux was the pinnacle of seduction 
techniques back in the 1970s? Er... 

On a vehicle-related front, we could conclude 
that, even though 'foreign' imports were 
already chipping away at British manufacturer's 
market share figures, very few people would 
have foreseen 'a future'where, in less than their 
working lifetime, there would no longer be a 
British-owned 'vehicle' manufacturer left in the 
UK, aside from Morgan and, at a pinch, JCB. 

Leyland might have started a process that 
would rub-out famous brands such as Guy, 
Albion and eventually AEC and even Scammell, 
but at the time, it didn't seem such a bad 
an idea if Chrysler took an ever larger stake 
in Rootes did it? After all, there were still 
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Right: Yes, that really is a Ford D-Series 
steering wheel - the SD Logo was stuck over 
the top at the factory when new! Power 
steering wasn’t standard. 

at Shelvoke & Drewry (were I was employed as 
publicity manager), then certainly since the last 
survivors working with smaller rural councils 
in the UK were replaced by new P-Series SD 
chassis or, God forbid, Seddon Atkinsons, or 
Dennis vehicles, decades ago. 

My day started early with a trip from 
Bedfordshire down to Southampton to pick-up 
Brian Carpenter and the other club members 
who, the day before, had been over to the 
Isle of Wight, to ride in the ex-Salvage Squad- 
restored PN Revopak, which Steve Jones had 




rescued from the Isles Of Scilly. That's the same 
SD PN that I photographed when new, being 
craned aboard the ferry at Penzance. Now it 
was time to head over to Bath and inspect the 
NY. Although long retired from active service, 
until recently, it was still in the depot yard of 
Maltese waste contractor, M M Grazzja. Along 
with many other old British-made commercials, 
it had been forced off the road, as a result of 
emissions laws, now that Malta has joined the 
EU. 

HOW MUCH? 

Here she is. In a not especially-appealing 
orange livery, complete with some flourishes 
by a local Maltese signwriter, but in all other 
respects, looking pretty good for a binwagon 
that has seen forty-odd years of service. 

Let's sprinkle-in a bit of background: the 
NY-Series replaced the by then increasingly- 
outdated'T-Type' range (first introduced in 
1960/61, but looking more like a mid-50s 
product) in 1973/4. The T-Type range had 
consisted of three different chassis - the 
narrow-trackTN, the mid-rangeTZ (and later, 
the related TX) and the top-of-the range 16 tons 
gross TY. 

Although all T-Type models had a strong 
family'look', with cabs built in-house using GRP 
panels and a timber frame, on a metal cab base, 
the styling was looking increasingly outdated 
by the late 1960s. Unfortunately, the job of 
updating the cab construction while giving 
the new N-Series a different, more modern 
look, took longer than anticipated. So the 
revolutionary non-tipping 'ejector-discharge' 
Revopak body and compaction system had 
to be fitted to existing T-Type models until the 
new cab was ready. 

In truth, the N-Series cab was a bit of a cobble- 
up and, in many ways, typified the lack of vision 
from British senior management and 'grip', in 
dealing with a rapidly changing world, in which 
'driver comfort'was playing an increasingly 
important part. A key priority was to go for a 
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Right: Where are the creature comforts? 

Chris Thomas waits for the air to come-up 
while sitting in his Cox non-suspension seat. 
The original HGVplate’ is still fitted to the 
bulkhead, enabling Aled Rees to regain the 
original UK number plate. This was issued 
in Suffolk, but so far the original operator 
hasn’t been identified as the vehicle wasn’t 
photographed when new.The original blue/ 
green colour was an unusual choice for a 
Local authority fleet. Can any reader help? 

one-piece screen in a pressed-steel frame. 

Rubery-Owen Group member, Motor Panels 
of Coventry was already supplying cabs for 
several other commercial vehicles, such as 
Guy, Scammell and Seddon, so it seemed like 
a natural choice. Unfortunately, SD managing 
director, Stanley Quin blanched at the cost 
of both the pressings, as well as the cost of 
jigs and fixtures to weld them together. The 
problem was, SD just didn't build enough 
chassis to enable Motor Panels to supply 
complete cabs - a matter made even more 
complex when taking into account that both 
a'single'(2/3 man) and a'crew'(6/7 man) cab 
versions of each would be required. 


WHAT, NO TILT? 

As a result, a compromise was hatched with 
the main front panel, including screen header 
rail, the cab doors, door frames and a few other 
sections coming from Motor Panels, while the 
rear part of the cabs and the cab roofs would 
be constructed from a mix of wood, aluminium 
and GRP in the SD carpenters'shop. Even so, 
the cost was still seen as too high by Stan Quin 
(who had never worked for any company other 
than SD) and the drawing office team led by 
Tom Tillson (previously at Dennis - another 
manufacturer that, historically, had had 
problems with designing modern cabs). 


So out went the special extra-deep 
windscreen of the prototypes and there 
was much debate over the design of the 
unique-to-SD wide step door and frame. SD 
wanted exclusivity, but didn't want to pay for 
it. Meanwhile, Seddon was on the verge of 
a comeback in the Municipal market as the 
introduction of the 13.4 had provided'rising 
star' Heil importer Jack Allan with a chassis 
independent of both SD and Dennis. And the 
Seddon cab was structurally better. 

However, the cab doors on the Seddons had 
a narrower step - the new 16ton NY and 14ton 
NX models were to feature a internal flight 
of three steps where most lorry cabs had a 
'mate's' seat - and the idea was for this to be 


Left: From ancient to modern - apart from 
operating modern Econics, GWR still operates 
some of the Last Foden chassis built. This 
four-axle chassis features a Boughton 
hookLift. 
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Left and top Left: Here is the comparison 
between the prototype NY/NX cab with 
deeper screen and taller door, the vehicle 
in the older picture being the prototype 
14ton NX Revopak, and the later production 
version in the shape of the ex-Malta NY 
Revopak. Note also the Lack of badge on the 
front grill on the prototype.This formed 
part of a removable radiator filler cap, but 
kept getting Lost. Above: The Lack of a new 
narrow track cab for the NN using Motor 
Panels pressings, seriously undermined SD’s 
‘family’ Look and made it difficult to design a 
corporate range brochure. Our Malcolm got 
over this by hiding the NN models in a Long 
Line-up of NY and NX chassis! The SD drawing 
office never did get around to producing an 
up-dated NN cab and the factory soldiered- 
on with a modified TN cab complete with 
outdated divided screen, until replaced by 
the tilt-cab PN. 

wide enough for the crew to walk in and step 
out forwards. This was the key feature of the 


design, so a'wide-door'design was critical. 



Sadly, this lead to skimping in other areas, 
meaning the cab wasn't strong enough to tilt 
- a major failing. The cab roof was only a single 
GRP panel, so it had raw matting visible from 
the unlined 'ceiling'. And the entire crew was 
to be located on a simple, flat, thinly-padded 
bench, on top of a full-width tool box at a 
higher level than the driver's seat. It wasn't big 
on comfort, as the cantrail was now below crew 
eye level. 

On a more positive note, most NY models 
were Ley land-powered, a tradition set by the 
original 350'Power Plus'diesel, first used in 
the TY models. The 14 ton NX, which used the 
same cab (but with narrower mudwings) would 
use the Perkins 6.354, shared with the new 6 
ft 6 in-wide NN. Once the drawing office could 
work out how to make a narrower cab from the 
Motor Panels pressings, that is. As the months 
ticked by, it was clear the drawing office staff 
didn't have the resources - or the leadership 


I Above: Also part of the Rees brothers ‘Classic Binlorry Collection’ is this early Seddon Atkinson 200 
with Norba body. It and a GRP-cabbed Dennis await restoration. 


- to engineer a new narrow cab to match the 
NY and NX. And even if they had, it would still 
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WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
If you'd like to learn more about 
the development of refuse collection 
vehicles, or just enjoy a stunning 
collection of previously unpublished 
period photographs and sales brochures, 
then the latest edition in our Road 
Haulage Archive 
Series'On the Dust' 

is sure to be right up UN THE Dt 

A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF MUNICIPAL VEHICLE 

your street. Written 

and researched 

by our very own 

Malcolm Bates and 
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‘ON THE DUST’ 

A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF MUNICIPAL VEHICLE DEVELOPMENT 


Below: A rare bird - an ex-Derby City Council 
Leyland ‘Clydesdale’with SD Revopak body. 
Oddly, Leyland didn’t have much success 
in the municipal market, until the T45/C40 
generation arrived, so most Revopak bodies 
were mounted on SD chassis. 


Left: This rather jaded 1970s Dennis Paxit is 
another‘future project’ - to be tackled after 
a Glover Webb & Liversidge‘dualtip’.“ALLwe 
need is an original Karrier ‘Gamecock’ chassis 
cab on which to mount it,” Chris explains 
optimistically. 


require a unique'narrow'windscreen. So a 
'stopgap', using the existing TN cab, but with 
two cab doors instead of four on the crew-cab 
TN, was hurried into production.There never 
would be a new Motor Panels style cab on the 
NN, wrecking any hope of a new/family image' 
for my new brochures. 

IS ITTHEN7 0RN0W? 

Ouch! I've just had to pinch myself again. Is it 
1973/4, or 2016? All the memories have come 
flooding back. How the prototypes looked 
so bland. How the front grill panel had to be 
redesigned. And how I got into trouble by 
suggested the revised front end still lacked any 
'style'. The NY cab was so structurally weak, it 
was even sometimes difficult for the crew to 
open - or shut - the cab doors, when parked 
on a steep camber. Yet this sole surviving 
example still works perfectly after all this time. 
My goodness, the cab interior is crude - but as 
I was lectured at the time, a binwagon cab was 
for the loaders to travel in out of the rain. "If we 


give them too much comfort, they 
won't want to work," I was reminded. 

Changing social values, eh? You 
couldn't say that today. Even if it 
were true! 

"What do you want to do then?" 
asked a voice, breaking through 
my thought processes. It was Chris Thomas. 
Chris has been given the job of checking out 
the condition of the NY. The actual owner, Aled 
Rees, co-director of local waste and recycling 
contractor GWR Recycling, was on his 
way over to the TransThomas 
yard in his modern Mercedes 
'Econic', to give us the full 
story of his restoration 
plans and, indeed, his 
ideas for a National 
Waste Industry Vehicle 
Museum, to house his 
growing collection, 
but I couldn't hold back 
any longer."Will she go, 


then?" I asked. 

After some help from a battery booster, the 
Leyland diesel burst into life and settled down 
to that characteristic tick-over. It sounded 
spot-on. We had gears. But the brakes 

were another matter. They'd taken 
forever to build-up some air, 
so my'drive'was no more 
than a punt around the 
local industrial estate, 
but... 

Yes, time travel really 
is possible. It is 1974. 
So I'm off to book at 
table at the nearest 
Berni Inn! 


Above: GWR also owns a now rare 1960s SD‘Defiant’fork-lift. Purchased recently at auction, it 
is still in perfect working order. Above circled: Another‘Life on Mars’ moment! Brian Carpenter, 
himself a former SD fork-lift truck drawing office staff member, is reunited with an SD Defiant 
after many years. 
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Mike Forbes has made a final 
selection of pictures of cattle trucks 
seen at markets between 50 and 
60 years ago from the Chris Hodge 
'Stilltime' Collection. 


W e have previously 
featured livestock 
transport in'Scenes Past' 
in issues 125,132 and 
144, but there are still 

some unused pictures in the Stilltime archive. 
In addition, since those issues were five or six 
years ago, and some of the pictures were not 
reproduced very well, I have taken the liberty 
of repeating a few of them. 

The transport of live animals has come under 
fire from animals'rights activists and others 
in recent years, but this has mainly been 
directed at long distance movements, notably 
international transport. The sort of livestock 
vehicles we are looking at here were used for 
far more local movements, to and from markets 
and, of course, abattoirs, which usually served a 
relatively small area. Of course, everybody had 
a far more relaxed attitude to animal welfare in 
days gone by, in much the same way as 'Health 
and Safety'wasn't yet even a'gleam in the eye' 
of some bright spark... 

The vehicles seen here and in those previous 


issues were mainly middle-weights, with the 
usual bias towards Bedford, BMC, Commer and 
so on, with the occasional Leyland or other 

Right: These cattle ‘trucks’ or‘floats’, 
depending on where you are in the country, 
were photographed on a visit to the 
cattle market situated off Alcester Road in 
Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire. Just visible 
to the left is an Austin FE of J T Evans & 

Son of Worcester, also seen in a line-up in 
Vintage Roadscene issue 125, April 2010, but 
the main vehicles in shot are two BMC Diesel 
and Morris-badged FEs, probably 5-tonners, 
SFK 519 (Worcester, 1957-8), and YAC 817 
(Warwickshire, 1958), in the livery of T 
Spiers Livestock Transport, of Reddinghurst, 
Claverdon, Warwickshire, which is unloading 
sheep. To the rear, behind the chap in the 
sheepskin jacket - remember when these 
were a cheap WD Surplus way of keeping 
warm, before they became trendy sportscar 
drivers’attire - were an old Commer, Ford 
E83W and two Morris half-ton vans, plus a 
couple of cars, and there’s an early Bedford 
TA just visible on the right. (CHC aawl84) 
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This nice Line-up of cattle floats was photographed in the early 1960s, when Commercial Motor visited Midland Marts Ltd cattle market, Banbury Livestock 
Yard, on Merton Street, Grimsbury, in the north-east of Oxfordshire. This was apparently the biggest cattle market in Western Europe at the time, having 
been opened in 1925. The vehicles seen here, from Left to right, a Fordson BBE, EW 8816 (Huntingdonshire, 1935), a Thornycroft Sturdy Diesel, OFK 216 
(Worcester, 1956), of A F Phipps, horse, cattle and general hauliers of Northleach, Gloucestershire, two vehicles of Oldhams Livestock Transport, based in 
Barford, south-west of Warwick, a diesel Morris FE,XUE 305 (Warwickshire, 1958), fleet no 28, and a Morris-Commercial FV Series I, KWD 333 (Warwickshire, 
1951), fleet no 39, a Bedford S Type, MVJ 321 (Herefordshire, 1955), with the Later-style grille, possibly retro-fitted to the wood-grain painted cab, of A E 
Wright, Haulage Contractor, of Leominster, Herefordshire, plus a a glimpse of a pre-war Morris 8 saloon and a Rice’s Pony Trailer - remember the Corgi Toys 
model of the 1960s? (CHC aav732) 



T R AtoSPD 


'heavyweight', perhaps if it was a six-wheeler 
or bigger vehicle. There was a gradual change¬ 
over from mainly wooden-bodied cattle float 
bodies, to aluminium, while in many cases 
the cattle body was a container, carried on a 
flatbed, making the vehicle multi-purpose, in 
spite of the unladen weight penalty, although 
most of the vehicles in our pictures seem to 
have had permanently-fitted purpose-built 
bodies. 

As I have said before, agricultural haulage, 
in all its various forms, has always made up a 
significant proportion of the tonnage moved 
on our roads, and our previous features on 
livestock transport have proved popular with 
many readers. We published David Hall's 
memories of livestock haulage in Cumbria 
a few years back as well, but perhaps other 
readers have pictures and memories which 
they would like to share sometime in the 
future... 



Above: Here we have Bedford OL, with a cattle box fitted on its platform body - surprisingly in the 
minority among these series of pictures - HUE 677 (Warwickshire, 1948), of G A Lea of Chapel Street, 
Stratford-on-Avon, unloading cattle at the market in its home town. (CHC aav817) 
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Right: A Kew Dodge 100 Series ‘Parrot Nose’, 
HUY 399 (Worcestershire, 1949), of Arthur 
Dickinson, Cattle Transporter, of Chaddesley 
Corbett, Kidderminster, waits to reload at 
Banbury, behind a farmer’s trailer, presumably 
with a tractor or Land Rover. (CHC abe039) 

Below: The driver appears to be about to 
lower the tailboard of this later Commer OX 
Diesel, 950 GBH (Buckinghamshire, 1958), in 
the livery of Brazier Bro’s, as it 
says on the front, of Granborough, 

Bletchley, Buckinghamshire.The smart 
and stylish body contrasts with the 
missing badge on the cab. Behind is an 
Albion Chieftain, with a Northamptonshire 
registration ‘KBD...’ of S Payne, of Syresham 
in that county. (CHC abe044) 


Right: Smart-looking and presumably nearly new - note the 
Long-range fuel tank, pity we can’t see the number plate - this 
Late-model diesel-powered Bedford S Type, with a Jennings badge 
mid-way on the bodyside, seen at Banbury, belonged to Kenneth 
Beeston Farms Ltd, of NetLey Hall, near Shrewsbury. Many farmers 
continue to run their own Lorries in connection with their main 
business which, of course, upsets some other hauliers. (CHC abe046) 



E. IV. WATTS 




Above: It’s pigs now, but we’re presumably back at Stratford market, with all the buyers and sellers (plus members of their families) around the 
auctioneer, along with Thornycroft Sturdy, FAC 537 (Warwickshire, 1946), of E W Watts (Haulage) Ltd, based at Bassetts Pole, near Sutton Coldfield. When 
Commercial Motor visited this company and the cattle markets seen here, around 1960, along with Oldhams and Bowles, Watts was among the Larger 
companies involved in Livestock movements in this area which, at that time, might have been termed the ‘West Midlands’ - or perhaps The Midlands, 
West of Birmingham... (CHC aat717) 
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Above: We seem to have mainly glimpses and rearviews of the Lorries of Bowles Transport Ltd, of Ford, near Cheltenham, Like this one at Banbury, with a 
cow trotting off the ramp of a Bedford S Type. The cattle box is again bolted down to the basic platform body, just in case transport requirements change 
in what could be a fickle market. (CHC abe047) 



Left: Another rear view, this time of a vehicle 
being washed out, before being re-loaded. 
This is a Thornycroft Sturdy, with the Later 
Motor Panels cab, of Arthur Hunt, of Studley, 
Warwickshire. As well as the cattle box bolted 
down to the platform body, we can see the 
corrugated second floor of the two-deck 
transporter, folded up against the inside 
of the box. In the background is an older 
Commer Superpoise, KUE 786 (Warwickshire, 
1950) of T Peel, of Kineton in that county. 

(CHC aav816) 

Below: At the risk of using too many rear 
views, this one shows, in the centre, two men 
Letting down the ramp at the rear of HDG 
591, a 1948 Gloucester registration, possibly 
a Thornycroft. These ramps usually had a 
spring-Loaded counterbalance, to make this 
job a bit easier, but still one of the physically 
arduous parts of the job of driving Livestock 
Lorries, even today. There are at Least four 
Lorries Lined up unloading sheep, including 
one of E W Watts’, one of Arthur Hunt’s, with 
two of Bowles’ Bedford S Types, including UDD 
166 (GLoucestershre, 1957), and two BMC FEs 
in the background as well. (CHC aawl81) 
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An impressive Line-up of mainly wooden-bodied sheep floats with, from right to Left, an unlettered Morris-Commercial FV Series I, PRA168 (Derbyshire, 
1951), an Austin K4, FWD 672 (Warwickshire, 1947-8), a wartime Bedford OY, HDG 591 (Warwickshire, 1948-9), fleet no 18 of Bowles Transport Ltd, of Ford, 
near Cheltenham, a Thames Trader Mkl, UDD162 (Gloucester 1958-9), of G G Gilder, of Winchcombe - a name recognised in Livestock haulage today - a 
Thornycroft Sturdy, ENX 524 (Warwickshire, 1945-6), of E W Watts of Bassetts Pole, an early Bedford TA, NUE 111 (Warwickshire, 1955), a diesel Bedford S 
Type of VenveLL & Sons (probably the one seen above), a Perkins-powred Bedford 0 Type, JAB 445 (Worcestershire, 1950) of F G TanseLL & Son, of PeopLeton, 
Worcestershire, an Austin FE (with no BMC diesel badge), UNP 812 (Worcestershire, 1958), of J T Evans & Son, Worcester, another Bedford TA, OWD 252 
(Warwickshire, 1955), a 1956 Worcestershire-registered normal control Austin 502 and a LeyLand Comet, HAB 208 (Worcestershire, 1949) of Randall Bros, 
the only Lorry without a Livestock body. (CHC aawl86) 














Two fine Line-ups of British Lorries, photographed at Stratford market. Here are a diesel-powered Bedford TA, RUE 822 (Warwickshire, 1955), 
of Long Compton Transport of Shipston-on-Stour, an Albion Chieftain of E W Watts, a Later diesel Bedford S Type,TDG 438 (Gloucestershire, 
1957) of J H VenveLL & Sons, of Enstone, Oxon, a Commer OX diesel, MMW 91 (Wiltshire, 1955), of A E George & Sons, of Bruton, Somerset, a 
Later Commer OX, with chrome grille and bumper, UFK 746 (Worcester, 1958), a Leyland Comet, LUD 125 (Oxfordshire, 1957), of VenveLL and a 
Bedford S Type, PBM 851 (Bedfordshire, 1955), of A C G Styles of Leighton Buzzard. (CHC abe042) 
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Above: Also seen in a couple of the shots in the April 2010 issue was this older Leyland Beaver four- 
wheeler, JWT 624 (West Riding, 1949), of Robison Bros of Triangle, near Halifax - note the still smart 
lining out of the cab and wooden body after ten years or so in service - which had come down from 
the North, as longer movements of animals like this transferred from British Railways at this time. 
This has the rails for its third deck raised here, as sheep can be seen being unloaded. (CHC aav728) 


Above: Here’s an interesting shot of another 
unidentified four-wheeler, showing how 
the ramps to the second and third decks of 
the cattle lorry to carry more sheep were 
arranged for Loading, with sections of the 
floors swinging down for access. It’s a good 
job sheep are agile creatures... (CHC aav736) 


Right: This Leyland 
Hippo 6x4, OBW117 
(Oxfordshire, 1959), 
appeared on the cover 
of the April 2010 Vintage 
Roadscene, being 
unloaded, without the 
rails erected for the 
third deck, as seen 
here, presumably ready 
for a return Load of 
more sheep, requiring 
more space. The Hippo 
was photographed at 
Banbury. It was operated 
by J H VenveLL & Sons, 
Livestock contractors 
of Enstone, Oxon - or 
Oxfordshire - which had 
an office at Bicester as 
well. (CHC abe051) 



Left: More evidence of the increasing distance animals were being moved by road,even in the early 1960s, with this TS3 diesel-powered Commer OX (235 
AKR (Kent, 1957), of S & A Bowen,‘Cattle Conveyors’, of Knockholt, Kent, also seen at Midland Marts’ Banbury Stock Yard. Apparently the sheep fairs were 
held on Tuesdays, with the cattle markets on Thursdays. (CHC aav723) 
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Above: This picture did not print very well in 
issue 132, so here it is again. Seen unloading 
pigs, probably at Banbury, is Oldhams’ 
Morris-Commercial FV Series I, JUE 290 
(Warwickshire, 1950), fleet no 32, sporting 
a ‘Diesel’ badge on the grille, but with its 
paintwork Looking a little ‘dull’. (CHC aav818) 

Left: The Lorry in this shot, another which 
was printed too dark in issue 132, taken 
at Stratford, is a bit of a mystery. Operated 
by Edgar W Newman, of Hill Furze, Farm, 
FLadbury, Worcestershire, registered in that 
county, as NAB 741 in 1954, it has Austin, 
Perkins and AA badges on the grille panel 
of its unusual cab. The aluminium-panelled 
body carries two ‘Carmichael and Sons Ltd’ 
badges, so perhaps this company also built 
the cab - but why? Does any reader have any 
suggestions? (CHC aawl79) 


Above: I couldn’t resist using this one again, originally in issue 125. Taken at Banbury, the picture shows a fascinating rarity, called ‘Welsh Rambler’, a 
long-lived 1938 Bristol L5G, BET 350, once a Rotherham Corporation single-deck bus, withdrawn in 1950, obviously rebuilt for further service with this 
rather square cab and three-deck body, operated by‘Livestock Removers’ Aspin’s of Oldham (had it really come all the way from Lancashire?), plus a 
Bedford OL, KXV 698 (London, 1950), of Limbrick & Ferris, of Burford, Oxfordshire, and an ERF, KMA 523 (Cheshire, 1948) of H Hearn & Sons, of Chesham, 
Buckinghamshire - and a Lot of sheep. (CHC aav724) 
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Above: A couple of interesting related vehicles now: this Morris J Type van, RWD157 (Warwickshire, 1955), of Oldhams of Barford, was fitted out as an office 
inside, with a raised roof and a lifting hatch at the rear. In front is EW Watts’office, based on JVP417 (Birmingham, 1949), coachbuilt on a Standard car 
chassis - if the hubcaps are anything to go by, as seen in a similar shot... (CHC aawl85) 

Below: Just to show the close relationship between different aspects of agricultural haulage, here is EW Watts’BMC diesel-powered Austin FE or 502, SNX 
202 (Warwickshire, 1955), with an alloy dropside body, well-loaded with milk churns. A Morris Oxford half-ton van, PWD 354 can just be seen, peeping 
round the corner, in the driveway to the operator’s Bassetts Pole Garage. (CHC aat709) 



















Above: KR 6531, an aLl-Leyland TD1 to H24/24R configuration, was new in 1930, when the Chatham & District motor bus operations took over the 
former routes of the Chatham & District Light Railway Co, which had commenced in 1902. Buses started on 1st October 1930. Owned by Maidstone & 
District until paid for in full, in January 1934. It served Chatham until 1938, then was sold in 1939, to Caledonian Motor Services of Dumfries, where it 
later had a Gardner 5LW diesel engine fitted, before passing to Western SMT of Kilmarnock in 1950. It continued in service, as seen here, until 1952 
when it was scrapped. 



Malcolm Wright looks at the workings of the Chatham & District Traction Company from the start of motor bus operation 

in 1930 to closure in 1955. 


T he Chatham & District Traction 
Company took its origins from 
the Chatham & District Light 
Railways Company, which had 
operated electric trams around 
the streets of the Medway Towns since 1902. 
Five routes were operated, with the most 
extensive extension being that to Rainham 
Mark, via the Jezreels and Star Inn, and finally 
into Rainham itself. 

Routine working was established by 1910 
and followed quietly until 1929, when an 
Act of Parliament was passed enabling the 
Chatham company to run motor buses and 
to change its name to Chatham & District 
Traction Co. The whole tramway system was 
closed down on 30th September 1930 and 
buses started operating, firstly with Leyland 
Titans, in a livery of light green and ivory, 
contrasting with panels of light orange brown. 
Operations were controlled by Maidstone & 



Above: Showing both front and rear aspects, another two all-Leyland TDls, KR 6416 (395), to the left, 
and KR 6404 (383), are seen here at the Town Hall in Chatham. Bus 383 was withdrawn in 1939 and 
sold to Barton Transport of Chilwell where it served until January 1950, while 395 was destroyed by 
enemy action at Gillingham Depot on the night of 27th August 1940. (Maidstone & District) 
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Right: An amazing shot 
of the utter destruction 
caused at Gillingham 
Depot where, along with 
KR 6416, KR 6396, KR 
6412 and KR 6418 were 
also totally destroyed. 
(Maidstone & District) 


Below: KR 8141, showing 
full Chatham & District 
Livery, was a 1931 
Leyland TD1 to H24/24R 
configuration. It became 
Fleet No 363 and served 
until 1939 when it went to 
dealer, T Richards a dealer. 


Some 43 Leyland Titan TD1 doble-deckers 
were pressed into service over the light 
tramway routes in 1930. There were five 
routes:- 

1 Luton to the Dockyard 

2 Chatham Cemetery to Rainham 

3 Frindsbury to Gillingham Green 

4 Strood Hill to Chatham Town Hall 

5 Borstal to the Strand in Gillingham 
These early days were not without financial 

worry or frequent breakdowns of the vehicles. 
Route changes were made in both 1933 and 
1937. Bristol K5Gs took over from the earlier, 
less reliable Leyland models, later in the 1930s. 
Among 51 vehicles destroyed in the 


District, but run as a separate entity from its 


the Chatham & District fleet was incorporated bombing of Gillingham Depot, on 27th 


own vehicles, in their distinctive green and into the Maidstone & District fleet, as were 


August 1940, were four of the original 


ivory livery on county-wide services. As the 
housing estates grew from the late 1930s, so 


the Hastings Tramways vehicles just two years 
after. 


Chatham Traction Leyland Titans. During 
the 1940s, under war conditions, women 


the routes were expanded. By the early 1950s, 
the parent company decided to rationalise 
its constituent parts so, from 30th September 
1955, just 25 years since it started bus services, 


Buses that were still serviceable were 
gradually changed from the Chatham livery 
into M&D corporate livery and Chatham 
Traction was no more. 


were employed at Luton Depot, doing bus 
maintenance work. More buses arrived during 
1942 to Utility specification. 

In the last year of operation, Service 2 was 



Above: Two official company photographs showing DKN 45, Fleet No 354, in partial Chatham & District Livery, after being transferred from Maidstone 
& District in January 1937, without being operated by the parent fleet. It was a Bristol G05G, with Weymann H24/24R bodywork. It was withdrawn in 
1938 and returned to Bristol, as the chassis was deemed unsuitable for the Local working conditions in Medway. The body was transferred to a newK5G 
chassis, which became FKL616 in Late 1938. (Maidstone & District) 
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finally extended up Waterworks Hill, always a 
problem, to the Weedswood Estate, which had 
recently been constructed. Churchill Avenue 
was the end of Chatham's development in the 
Walderslade area at that time. 

Apart from the major tragic accident of 
December 1951, when 24 Royal Marine cadets 
were run down and killed at Brompton, life 
continued, with thousands going to work at 
Chatham Dockyard and other industries based 
around the River Medway - Short Brothers, 
Aveling & Porter and Wingets, to name but a 
few. 

It was not until 1953, that new replacement 
Guy Arab buses, with lightweight Orion bodies 
came into service, just before the transfer of 
Chatham stock to M&D. By 30th September, 


1: FKL615 was another 1938 Bristol K5G, seen here in Maidstone & District Livery as DH292, after absorption in October 1955. It served for two more 
years, passing to the dealer PVD of Dunchurch and on to a Local contractor. 2: Details of the rear of FKL 613, from the 1938 intake, another Bristol K5G 
with Weymann body, which Lasted in the fleet until 1953 when it was broken up at Luton Depot. (The Late Frank Wright). 3-4: Two colour views of FKO 223, 
a Leyland TD5 with Weymann H28/26R body, new in June 1939, following a complicated history, ordered by Chatham & District, transferred to M&D and, 
when completed, back to Chatham & District.This bus served with Chatham & District until 1942, when it was transferred to M&D as fleet no DH367.lt 
was finally withdrawn in 1954, passing via PVD of Dunchurch to Charlton-on-Otmoor Services, working there from 1955 to 1963, when it was purchased 
by my Late friend F A (Tony) Green, who owned it until he died and it passed to R & C Gibbons of Maidstone in 1994. 5: The same bus in service with 
Charlton-on-Otmoor Services, photographed in September 1960, in this company’s Livery. 
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Above: GKE 72 was also part of the 1939 batch of Weymann 
bodied Bristol K5Gs, which served with C&D, until absorption 
in 1955, passing then to another M&D subsidiary,‘The 
Hastings Tramways Co’ of St Leonard’s-on-Sea. It was 
transformed into a tower wagon, becoming T1 in the 
service fleet in 1956. In October the following year, Hastings 
Tramways followed C&D by joining the main M&D fleet, 
where it served for another two years. On disposal to TPE of 
Macclesfield, it passed to two Local Kent dealers. (M&D and 
East Kent Bus Club). 



Above: GKE 65 was a 1939 
Bristol K5G, with Weymann 
H28/26R bodywork, Fleet 
No 871. It served until 1953, 
when it was converted to a 
breakdown Lorry for the Service 
Fleet. It remained with M&D 
after takeover, until 1970. It is 
seen here in the Paddock at 
Chatham, the site of the new 
riverside bus station. It is on 
route 3a, which ran between 
Chatham Town Hall and Strood 
(Brompton Farm Road). 


Left: GKE 69 was probably 
the most unlucky bus in 
the Chatham & District 
fleet. On 4th December 

1951, some 52 members 
of the Chatham Royal 
Marine Cadet Corps 
were marching in full 
uniform, to see a boxing 
tournament in the 
Dockyard. In gloomy 
conditions, the bus 
mowed down some 24 
of the cadets, killing 
them all and injuring 
many more. Following 
this tragedy, the bus 
saw only sporadic use 
and, following another 
collision with a Lorry in 
Luton Road on in January 

1952, drivers were 
unwilling to use the 
vehicle, so it was broken 
up at Luton Depot by 
November 1953 (M&D 
and East Kent Bus Club). 


Right: Seen in its service role 
with Maidstone & District at 
Luton Depot in 1963, GKE 65 
was Later preserved by the M&D 
and East Kent Bus CLub/Brian 
Smith (Jan 76), then I Marsh of 
Coxheath, Yates of Mansfield 
from 1993 and, most recently, 
it has become a stable mate of 
GKE 68 whose Friends now own 
the vehicle. 
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Right: Looking a Little forlorn is GKE 93, which was withdrawn a year after passing to M&D in 1955, 
sold through PVD of Dunchurch (dealer) to Edmunds of Rassau, in whose ownership it is seen here 
in June 1959. It finally passed to Contract Bus Services of London by August 1960. 


Left: Piggy in the middle is GKE 94, which 
went to Bedlington and District of Ashington, 
for the period 1957-8, reportedly unused, 
then to Mountain Transport of London SW3 
where it was used for spares and eventually 
scrapped at Berkeley Park Station by 1959. 

To the Left is a former Glasgow Corporation 
Transport AEC Regent 0661 with Weymann 
H30/26R bodywork. Unfortunately the 
registration is incomplete for the single 
decker to its right. 



1: GKE 99 is seen here in the service of Wheatsheaf Motors (D J Davies) of Merthyr Tydfil, in June 1959. It ran for this operator between 1957 and 1961. 

2: GKP 268 was one of three Guy Arab IIs, with Gardner 5LW engines and Weymann UH30/26R bodywork, new in January 1944. They worked on hire to Maidstone 
& District, before being withdrawn in 1945 and exchanged for M&D’s three Utility Bristol K5Gs (GKR 745-7). They were all re-bodied by Weymann in 1952 and 
the original bodies broken up. No 268 became DH83 in the M&D fleet, serving there until 1964, when it passed to dealer TPE of Macclesfield. 

(M&D and East Kent Bus Club). 

3: GKR 746 was a 1942 Bristol K5G,with Bristol UH30/26R body, which was rebuilt by Weymann in 1951, the original bodies being broken up. On amalgamation 
into the M&D fleet in 1955, it served for a further five years before being sold through Fleet Car Sales of Dunchurch (dealer) to Bee Line Roadways of West 
Hartlepool, then through PVD to ALscot Motors of London SE1 by 1962. It is Likely that behind is GKR 747, which had a similar disposal history. 

4: GKR 741 was a Bristol K5G with Strachans UH30/26R body, new in 1942 to Maidstone & District, which Lasted until replaced by this Saunders H30/26R body 
in 1950. It served for a further two years, before passing to the C&D fleet for just three years, before re-joining M&D. After five years, it was withdrawn, sold to 
Fleet Car Sales of Dunchurch (dealer), then to Bedlington & District of Ashington and from there to Hancock & Turner of Lynemouth (dealer). 
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Right: Standing in Pilcher’s 
yard at Chatham is GKR 744, 
DH451, withdrawn from the 
M&D fleet in 1963. It was 
withdrawn by Pilchers by 
1964 and re-sold. It had been 
re-bodied by Weymann in 
1951 while in C&D ownership. 
(M&D and East Kent Bus Club). 


Below: RKK 994 was a 1953 
Guy Arab IV with Gardner 
6LW engine and Lightweight 
Weymann ‘Orion’ H32/26R 
body. Passing to M&D in 
1955, it served for a further 
13 years until 1968, when 
it journeyed to TPE of 
Macclesfield (dealer), then to 
scrap merchant, WombweLL 
Diesel Co. 






Chatham & District was no more, with 
serviceable buses and employees transferred. 

There is regrettably little left of the Chatham 
& District era, save for the one bus, GKE 68, 
ex-Fleet No 874, which is being preserved 
and will eventually be brought into service 
as an educational artefact, and recovery lorry 
GKE 65, also now locally preserved, plus some 
signs along the walls on the approach to 
Chatham Dockyard - formerly by Pembroke 
Gate. 

It was through the foresight and 
determination of the late Brian Smith, who 
died on November 1st 2014, aged 81, that GKE 
68 survived and at some later stage when its 
transformation has been completed I hope 
to tell its story in a future article for Vintage 
Roadscene. 



Above: Both new in 1942, these two Bristol K5Gs have totally different body styles. GKR 748 has an original Bristol UH30/26R, while GKR 750 
sports a replacement Weymann H30/26R of 1951. Both rejoined the main M&D fleet and were finally withdrawn in 1960, and sold to Fleet Car 
Sales of Dunchurch (dealer), with 748 going to Churchbridge Motor Services of Cannock until 1966, and 750 passing to Bedlington & District of 
Ashington until 1964. (Both the Late Frank Wright). 
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Above: TKM 361 was also a Guy Arab IV with Weymann ‘Orion’ body, new 
to C&D in 1954. It also served with M&D until 1968, with an identical 
disposal history to RKK 994. 


Above: VKO 992 was one of eight vehicles ordered by C&D, but not 
completed until after the takeover and delivered direct to M&D. 
Similarly serving until 1968, it passed toTPE and subsequently 
WombweLL, Like the previous two buses. 



Above: Finally, the one that got away’, GKE 68, the only former Chatham & District bus to remain in active preservation, along with GKE 65, as a service 
support Lorry. These views, taken in the early days of rescue show the mammoth task it is to repair and restore out of service vehicles. The full disposal 
history is complex: it was withdrawn in 1956, sold to PVD of Dunchurch (dealer), then to Mountain Transport of London SW3 by 1957.The Late Brian 
Smith, an ex-C&D conductor, bought the bus in 1960 and had it a Long time, until it is recorded as being with Baldryof Bury St Edmunds by 1986. It spent 
some years at the back of Castle Point Transport Museum, as seen in the following photos. On Baldry’s death, it passed to his widow and was saved 
from the scrapyard by the British Bus Preservation Group inl991,then Myers of Bolton from 1993. Luckily, today it is in the ownership of the Friends of 
Chatham Traction with the aim of total restoration. 



spects of the bus's ‘erosion’.while stored at theCastlePoint Museum’s site at Canvey Island during the 1980s, show what an amazing transformation has been achieved, 
> be recounted in a future Vintage Roadscene article. 
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Ray Newcomb remembers a man who played an important part in the success of Humber Warehousing and other companies 
based in Grimsby along with a look through his photo album relating to the recovery work in which he involved himself. 


A couple of issues back, we 
looked at the life and times 
of Geoff Hallam, who headed 
up Humber Warehousing and 
spent a lifetime in transport, and 
is remembered by many people, especially 
in the Grimsby and North Lincolnshire 
area, by all those who worked with him. 

The companies, Humber Warehousing and 
Humber McVeigh are well-remembered 
far and wide, and the men under whose 
direction they developed and prospered will 
be remembered along with them. 


Dave Marsh was always Geoff Hallam's 
'right hand man'. Having started as a driver, 
he became transport manager, then 
operations director at Humber for many 
years. He always took a close interest in the 
running of the workshops and, notably, the 
recovery operations undertaken, involving the 
company's own and other operators'vehicles. 

After school, Dave worked on a local farm, 
before National Service at RAF Coningsby.Then 
he spent some time driving for Pelters, hide 
and skin merchants, based at the Fish Docks, 
Grimsby. Cow hides were used in the cod end 


of the fishing nets. Ron Bracey tells a story of 
how Dave fostered his driving career, by letting 
him drive hs lorry on the docks, so when Ron 
got a job with a transport company, he had a 
head start. 

Dave then moved to Porter's Transport, 
of Waltham. When Humber acquired this 
company, the vehicles and drivers transferred 
and Dave became part of the Humber system. 
He quickly rose through the ranks, becoming 
Operations Director during the 1970s. 

In his private life, Dave was well-known locally 
for long-distance swimming and running 
marathons, not to mention dressing up for the 
local carnivals. Sadly, he succumbed to cancer 
at the young age of 56 in 1987. His son Kevin 
Marsh also worked for Humber, as a mechanic, 
then drove tankers, until Total Oil closed down 
in 2012, when he took early retirement. 

We have a number of transport-related 
pictures of Dave Marsh, plus a selection of the 
many photographs he took of lorries involved 
in accidents, needing recovery by the team 
from the Humber Warehousing workshops. 


Top: Dave Marsh seen on the Left on a Brough 
Superior, JV 9131 (Grimsby, 1946), with his 
brother, outside the family home in Waltham, 
Grimsby, in 1953. 

Left: Dave seen with Blake’s pre-war Morris 
taxi in the early post-war years. 
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Left: Two Perkins-powered Commer C Series tippers, 

FFU 841/842C (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1965) of Porter’s 
Transport, Waltham, which Dave drove for. Cyril Porter’s 
wife, Iris drove Bedford WX lorries when she was in the 
Land Army during the war. 
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Left: Dave Marsh’s son, Kevin was a mechanic at Humber Warehousing. Note the imported Volkswagens in the compound to the rear. Middle: Kevin did ‘Clubman’ 
racing and was able to use the works Transit, seen here at CadweLL Park, with his Yamaha RD400 air-cooled ‘Coffin Tank’ model bike. Right: Kevin with a Scania 112M 
in the Later Humber Livery, with a tank trailer, which delivered ‘dope’from CourtauLds works in Grimsby to Coventry. 



Above: Many of the recovery operations had to be undertaken in poor 
weather, fog, rain, snow or ice, Like this Humber Warehousing Ergo- 
cabbed AEC Mandator, which had Left the road. 

Above right and right: This Humber AEC Ergo with a four-in-line trailer 
had narrowly missed hitting the house, after Leaving the road on the 
bend. Note the Lincolnshire Road Car Bristol VR double-decker and 
Ford D Series waiting for the road to be clear. 

^m 


Left: One of the early 1966-7 Ergo-cabbed 
LeyLand Beavers with fridge trailers run by 
Birds Eye has come to grief. Later, during 
the 1970s, mileage-based bonus schemes 
Led to a‘hard-charging’driving style in the 
FordTranscontinentals used by then, and 
the transport arm of the company, by then 
‘Unispeed’, being known by its friends as 
‘Loony-speed’... 
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Above: The driver of this NuttaLL’s Guy Invincible, XTJ 279D (Lancahsire, 1966), 
took the vehicle on the beach on a Sunday day out, at Horseshoe Point, near 
Mablethorpe. Dave Marsh took the embarrassing picture... 



Above: A Gardner-powered Atkinson Borderer tractor unit from the McVeigh 
fleet shows how the wooden-framed, glass-fibre panelled cab did not stand 
up well to impacts in collisions. 





1: A nasty accident, when the top-heavy roll-on-off container on this AEC Marshall, OEE 924G (Grimsby, 1968-9), tipped over on a sharp corner, spilling 
its Load of rubbish over an Austin or Morris half-ton van, PFW 863G. What a horrible way to go... 2: Another roll-over, with a Ford D Series about to be 
righted by a Hydracon Lorry-mounted crane. 3 + 4 : This Mercedes-Benz LP series artic, DHM 288D (London, 1966 - possibly Silver Roadways?), has rolled 
over, with significant damage to the cab, although the trailer Looks intact. 



I Above: Another Birds Eye Leyland artic has taken to the trees and is being pulled out successfully, by ex-military might, with Grimsby Motors’AEC 
Militant and a Thornycroft Amazon, UFW 612 (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1959) ‘On hire from Access & Cranes Ltd...’ of Scunthorpe. 
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It is surprising how the damage to vehicles can vary. This Perkins-powered, LAD-cabbed Dodge 300 Series, XTL 319 (Kesteven, Lincolnshire, 1963), 
looks Little worse-for-wear, after it had been righted onto the hard shoulder, but the container it was carrying seems to have collapsed, spreading 
the Load across the verge. 



1: This LAD-cabbed Leyland artic, DJV 69C (Grimsby, 1965) has not 
fared so well, as it has gone into the ditch. 

2: The Park Royal cab on this AEC Mercury tractor unit Looks pretty 
battered, with screen, door and grille missing, as it is towed in by the 
Humber Warehousing ScammeLL Pioneer. 

3 : The cab has completely gone from this artic, although the trailer 
and container look intact. The ScammeLL can just be seen at the rear, 
ready to tow in the remains. 
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Above: This Looks Like a Low bridge accident, judging from the damage 
to the upper part of the container on this AEC MarshaLL, six-wheeLer, YNO 
260F (Essex, 1967). 



Above: Another vehicle of NuttaLL’s of Heywood, Lancashire, in trouble. 
It Looks as if the Guy Big J4T has jack-knifed, damaging the trailer 
headboard, but Little else.The presence of the fire brigade suggests 
there might have been other vehicle involved in a worse accident than 
would appear here... 



Above: The tractor unit involved in this excursion off the road has been 
removed and now the Load of sacks is being Laboriously transferred onto 
another platform trailer behind an Ergo-cabbed AEC. 



Above: The Load from an overturned van is transferred into another 
vehicle, using pallets as a makeshift Loading bank on the corner, as a 
policeman controls passing traffic. 



Above: The ScammeLL Pioneer is seen in attendance again, as everybody 
shovels peas back into the containers, after a roLL-over. 



Above: Another outside job’for the Humber recovery team, as one of the 
Bedford TK Luton vans of ALbro Furniture, from Ipswich, has been blown 
over on an exposed bridge. Perhaps the driver could say his political 
view was‘Leaning towards the Left? 


Left: The Guy Big 
J tractor unit 
stopped, but the 
fridge unit didn’t. 
Presumably the 
front panel of the 
container on the 
trailer was not 
strong enough 
to cope with the 
weight of the 
fridge unit, under 
the stress of an 
emergency stop. 



I Above: To end, a colour shot of the ‘business end’ of Humber 
Warehousing’s ScammeLL Pioneer recovery vehicle. 
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Detling Delights 


T he Heritage Transport Show and 
South East Bus Festival, held at the 
Kent Showground, Detling, near 
Maidstone, is growing into a major 
early season rally. Admittedly, the 
vehicles are mainly from the local area, but the 
combination of buses, lorries, military vehicles, 
tractors, cars and trade stalls means there is 
something for everyone - all spread over a 
wide area, although free rides on all sorts of 
buses, from 1930s Leylands to the latest London 
Transport single-decker, mean you can see it 
all without hiking too far. This year's show was 
blessed with lovely weather, too, so a good day 
out was had by all. Let the pictures tell the story... 

Right: The show commemorated 100 years 
of the East Kent Road Car company this 
year, so there were plenty of its vehicles at 
the event. Plenty of visitors were keen for 
a ride around the showground on Lovely 
Looking JG 9938, a 1937 Leyland TS8 with 
Park Royal C32R body. 




Above: This East Kent Park Royal-bodied AEC Regent V, GJG 739D, 
has unusually been restored in the Livery of Sealink, for which the 
company provided services to the docks in Dover. 



Above: A contrast among the commercials at the show, with a Guy, BF 
4475, dating from 1929, next to Commer OX tipper, 206 HYB, of 1960. 



Above: It is also now 50 years since the closure of coachbuilder 
Thomas Harrington of Hove, which was also commemorated at 
Detling, with this Lie-up of coaches, with the ex-King Alfred of 
Winchester Bedford SB with Harrington Crusader bodywork, 326 CAA 
of 1961, rubbing shoulders with the Harrington Grenadier-bodied 
AEC Reliance of Camden Coaches, the Cavalier-bodied LeyLand 
Leopards of Ribble and Southdown, Reliance-Cavalier of Maidstone 
& District and the Latter’s Harrington single-deck bus 



Above: It was great to see this uncommon Bradford dropside ‘Lorry’, as 
they were known, NKK 561 (Kent, 1950) in such great condition at the 
show, next to a Morris Minor van in ‘Ever Ready’ Livery, reflected in the 
Bradford’s shiny paintwork. 
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1: Among the different army vehicles on display were 
these two GS (General Service) lorries, a 1943 Austin 
K4 and 1941 Bedford OLD, offering a comparison of 
styles. 

2 : This wartime Austin K2-based NAAFI canteen, GGX 
765, was doing a roaring trade, serving teas to rally- 
goers near the military section. 

3 : Three Thames Traders together, two earlier 
dropsides, 2162 PX and 856 HKE, with later artic unit, 
JMK 975B, with a car transporter trailer, complete with 
Ford cars, in Folkestone Dependable Delivery livery. 

4 : Having once owned examples of both these vehicles 
(there’s an admission!), I couldn’t resist including this 
Ford 300E van and Escort estate car, seen together on 
the Ford Side-valve stand. 

5 : Among the various Maidstone & District vehicles 
present was this ECW-bodied Bristol L6A, LKT 991, 
the company’s choice of single-deck bus before new 
Bristols became unavailable to non-nationalised users, 
with early Bedford SB/Duple, PPH 698, in the livery of 
H R Richmond, forerunner of today’s Epsom Coaches. 

6: Seen on the round-the-showground service is 1931 
Leyland-bodied Titan TD1, now SV 6107, but once J 
1199 in the fleet of Jersey Motor Transport, in which 
colours it has been preserved for many years. 



In his article on the company, Malcolm Wright mentions GKE 68, the 1939 Weymann-bodied 
Bristol K5G, the Chatham & District bus which is now finally being restored to its former glory. 
It was on display at Detling, showing how much has been done - and how much is Left to do. 
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Jim King tells us that Sunday, 20th March was the second occasion that the South Midlands Area of the Historic 
Commercial Vehicle Society (HCVS) held its annual vehicle gathering at the Yew Tree Garden Centre at Ball Hill, 

near Newbury, Berks. 


T his event was held for years at 
the old Max Cafe on the A4 at 
Padworth, until the site was 
demolished in 2014, to make way 
for a housing development. 

Janet and John Ayre of the HCVS pull out 
all the stops to assure everyone a warm 
welcome at this venue and around thirty local 
members were in attendance. The weather 


could have been a little kinder, but at least it 
remained dry, if a little chilly. 

An eclectic mix of vehicles rallied round, to 
begin yet another classic rally season, ranging 
from a number of light commercials to a 1955 
Scammell Constructor. 

This is a very cosy gathering and a perfect 
chance for everyone to bring their respective 
vehicles out of mothballs and into the 


open air once again. An informal judging 
takes place, together with a raffle, while the 
garden centre offers plenty of seating and 
hot refreshments for entrants and spectators 
alike. 

Top marks to Janet Ayre and her team for 
providing a lovely friendly atmosphere to 
begin another season. Here's to a safe and 
happy rally year for all in 2016. 



Among the Light commercials, which included Morris Minors, a 
Bedford HA and a Morris J2, plus more modern machinery, this 1965 
Ford Thames 400E van, CFJ 476C, was brought along by Kevin Saville 
of Newbury to the HCVS South Midlands Vehicle Gathering at the 
Yew Tree Garden Centre. 



The 1950 Morris Commercial LC3 van, JOR 233, of Paul Long of 
Thatcham, Berkshire, and SYF 44F the 1967 Land Rover 2A, Looking good 
in Post Office Telephones Livery, of David Lockard of Newbury, pass LYM 
753, the 1950 Foden FG6-15 of Keith French of Arborfield, and YVG 112L, 
the 1973 Bedford TK330 of Gordon Pickford of Reading, as they arrive. 



The 1959 Thornycroft Swiftsure, WOT 606, in ‘Blue Peter Retread’ 
Livery, of Tom Mansbridge, and CBV161,the 1948 Thornycroft Nippy 
HF-ER4, of Chris Tree, both Thornycroft Society members from 
Basingstoke. 



Not quite what it seems, HEK 962 is a 1961AEC Reliance, with a Later 
Panorama Elite 3 body, in Butterfield Tours of Skipton Livery. 



This 1977 Leyland Lynx, NOU 864R, seen at Yew Tree Garden Centre, 
Looks new to preservation. 



A newer classic commercial at the gathering was FEF 42V, the 1980 
I Ford Transcontinental of Rob Dulieu of Bracknell, Berkshire. 
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Keith Baldwin went to the Northwest Museum of Transport, St Helens, for the Heritage Bus Running Day on 
6th March. The theme for the day was 'Corporation Day'. Although cold, Keith says there was a nice selection of 
buses to warm you up, with plenty of buses working the almost non-stop services to keep enthusiasts happy and, 
combined with a number of sales stands, a good day was had by all. 



1: Seen inside the St Helens museum was DBY 318, imported from Malta, reputed to be a 1972 Bedford chassis, under the Brincat body, in spite 
of the AEC and Reliance Lettering. 2: The 1953 Massey-bodied Guy Arab IV, RFM 631, in Chester Livery, seen running on one of the services. 

3: Early Weymann-bodied Leyland Atlantean, FHF 451, of 1958, in its Wallasey Corporation Livery, as seen when new in our‘Tailscene’a few 
months back. 4: This 1948 Leyland Titan PD2, BHL 682, with Lowbridge Leyland bodywork, is preserved in its original West Riding Livery. 

5: Back in its original Salford City Transport Livery is TRJ109, a 1962 AEC Reliance with Weymann bodywork. 

6: Offering a comparison with the West Riding bus, here is a 1947 Leyland Titan PD1, EED 8, with Leyland-style Alexander highbridge body from 
the Warrington Corporation fleet. 
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The following weekend, on 13 th March, Keith Baldwin went to the Dewsbury Bus Museum Spring Open Day. 
It was a very pleasant day for this annual running day, with a very intense timetable in operation, with eight 
services an hour, plus extra trips to other destinations, with transport-related sales stands in the museum. As 

usual, a good day out. 



This 1949 CrossLey DD42, with Later Roe double-deck body, EVD 406, 
spent most of its Life with Woods of MirfieLd, in whose Livery it has 
been preserved. 



This 1952 LeyLand Tiger PS2 with its haLf-cab Roe single-deck body, 
EHL 344, was more or Less obsolete when it was new to West Riding, 
but has survived to be preserved. 



This Bristol LH single-decker, AFB 565V, which was new to Bristol 
Omnibus Company, and has been converted back from a motorhome, 
was proving popular with enthusiasts for a ride. 



Looking rather new to be preserved, although it is 20 years old, 
N577 EUG, a 1996 Mercedes with Optare bodywork, is finished in the 
much-missed Livery of Black Prince. 



Another modern bus, in another much-missed Livery, is R717 YWC, 
a PLaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis Dart, in the colours of Pennine 
Motors of Skipton. 



A Leyland Leopard with PLaxton bodywork, RWU 534R, seen in West 
Yorkshire PTE Livery. 
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TE-F20 






HOW TO ENTER 

All you have to do to be in with a chance 
of winning the fantastic prize is to purchase a 
copy of the April, May or June issues of Tractor 
& Farming Heritage magazine (first on sale 4th March) 


THIS TRACTOR 


AND FARMING HERITAGE MAGAZINE - 


Each copy will have a competition page with details of 



pictures located within the magazine - simply find them and 

then send in you answer. 


is running a brilliant new competition 
offering one lucky winner a 1955 
Ferguson TE-F20 tractor with a rare 
Reekie potato ridger and two-furrow 
Feiguson plough. 


THE TRACTOR 

The ubiquitous Ferguson TE-F20 was 
manufactured between 1951-56 with more 
than half a million tractors rolling off the 
production line. Today they are still the 
most popular tractor in preservation; 
they make a fine road run tractor and are 
still useful around the small holding or 
market garden. 


ID BROWN 50D 


YOU CANT WIN WITHOUT A COPY OF THE MAGAZINE SO 
GET YOURS NOW! AVAILABLE AT ALL GOOD RETAILERS 

OR VISIT SHOP.KELSEY.CO.UK TODAY! 



sion impossible accomplished 















Here is a selection of events being held during the coming month which 
we think will be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 

Please check details with organisers before travelling long distances. Vintage Roadscene publishes this listing in 
good faith and cannot be held responsible for any changes or inaccuracies in the information given here. 

The rally season is now well under way for 2016, so we continue with our Rally Diary, covering the weekends 
between the publication dates of this and the next issue. 

If you're organising an event which would be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers, please let us know the 
details for future diary pages. 

Let us hope the weather is kind and everyone enjoys their days out, wherever they go. Please let us know if you particularly enjoyed an event - or if you were 
disappointed - and don't forget to take your camera and if you see anything interesting, send us a picture for our future Rally Scene pages... 


APRIL 


16th April - Wheels at Cookham Dean, Cricket Ground, 
White Ladies Lane, Cookham Dean, Berkshire SL6 9EF, 01494 
482644 

16-17th April - Leisure Lakes Steam & Vintage Rally, 
Tarleton, Preston PR46JX, 07831 495400 
e-mail: alanatki2@aol.com 
www.leisurelakessteamrally.co.uk 

16-17th April - Sandbach Transport Festival, The Commons, 
Town Centre, Sandbach, Cheshire CW111EG, 01270 766238 
e-mail: philbateman@hotmail.com 
www.sandbachtransportfestival.co.uk 

16-17th April - Stoke PriorVintage Gathering, Sports and 
Country Club, Westonhall Road, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire B60 4AL, 01527 575003 
e-mail: keithshakespeare@aol.com 
www.shakespearesrally.com 

16-17th April - Weekend Trolleydays, The Trolleybus 
Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

16-17th April - Colne Valley Vintage Rally, Colne Valley 
Railway, Yeldham Road, Castle Hedingham, Essex C093DZ, 
01787461174 

e-mail: cvr-rally@hotmail.co.uk 
www.colnevalleyrailway.co.uk 

17th April - Spring Gathering, London Bus Museum, 
Cobham Hall, Brooklands Road, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 OSL, 
01932 837994 

e-mal: londonbusmuseum@btinternet.com 
www.londonbusmuseum.com 

17th April - Spring Industrial Trains & Commercials, 
Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre, Station Road, 
Amberley, near Arundel, West Sussex BN18 9LT, 01798 
831370 

e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co,uk 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

17th April - Ripon 4x4 & Vintage Spares Day, Ripon 
Racecourse, Boroughbridge Road, Ripon, Yorkshire HG41UG, 
01697451882 

e-mail: info@markwoodwardclassicevents.com 
www.4x4sparesday.co.uk 

17th April - Vehicle Road Run, starts at The Red Shoot, 
Linwood, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 3QT, 07979 733719 
E-mail: bppcltd@btinternet.com 
www.bppcltd.co.uk 

17th April - Normous Newark Autojumble, Newark 
Showground, Nottinghamshire NG24 2NY, 01507 529430 
e-mail: info@newarkautojumble.co.uk 
www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 


17th April - Garstang Autojumble, Hamilton House Farm, 
A586, Garstang, Preston, Lancashire PR3 0TB, 

07836331324 

e-mail: info@garstangautojumbles.co.uk 
www.garstangautojumbles.co.uk 

21 st April - Access All Areas, The Tank Museum, Bovington, 
Dorset BH206JG, 01929 405096 
e-mail: info@tankmuseum.org 
www.tankmuseum.org 

23rd April - Bus & Rail Event, Quorn & Woodhouse Station, 
Great Central Ralway, Leicestershire, 07891 071908 
e-mail: info@ltht.org.uk 
www.ltht.org.uk 

23-24th April - Ackworth Scammell Spectacular & Historic 
Vehicle Show, Ackworth Water Tower, A628, Pontefract, 
Yorkshire WF7 7ET, 01977 617327 
e-mail: brickyardorganic@yahoo.co.uk 

23-24th April - Westbury Transport & Vintage Gathering, 
Top Field, Flowers Farm, Westbury Road, B3098, 

Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 4TT, 

01373 864166 

e-mail: keith@flowersfarm.wanadoo.co.uk 

24th April - A-Z of London - Open Weekend, London 
Transport Museum Depot, Acton Town W3 9BQ, 

0207 565 7298 

e-mail: josie.murdoch@ltmuseum.co.uk 
www.ltmuseum.co.uk 

24th April - Kent's All Ford Show, Aylesford Priory, 
Aylesford, Kent ME20 7BX, 01732 840787 
e-mail: kentsclassiccarshow@hotmail.co.uk 
www.kentsclassiccarshow.co.uk 

24th April - Classic & Vintage Ford Day, British Commercial 
Vehicle Museum, King Street, Leyland, Lancashire PR25 2LE, 
01772451011 

e-mail: enquiries@britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 
www.britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 

24th April - Classic Ford Day & Jumble, Whitewebbs Musem 
of Transport, Whitewebbs Road, Enfield, Middlesex EN2 9HW, 
02083671898 

e-mail: whitewebbsmuseum@aol.com 
www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk 

24th April - Spring Bus Gathering, Amberley Museum & 
Heritage Centre, Station Road, Amberley, near Arundel, West 
Sussex BN189LT, 01798 831370 
e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co,uk 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

24th April - The Cheshire Run, starts at Poplar 2000 
Services, Lymm, next to J20, M6, Cheshire WA13 OSP 
01925 652647 

e-mail: thecheshirerun@hotmail.com 


24th April - 16th Teesside Vintage Runnign Day, buses 
based Transporter Bridge forecourt, Middlesbrough, 01642 
782796 

e-mail: details-500group@ntlworld.com 
www.500group.org.uk 

24th April - Riverside Depot Open Day, Keighley, 60 Years of 
the Leyland Atlantean e-mail: enquiries@kbmt.org.uk 
www.keighleybus.co.uk 

24th April - Wiltshire Bristol RE Running Day, Warminster 
www.wiltsreday.wordpress.com 

24th April -Road Transport Event, Nottingham Transport 
Heritage Centre, Rushcliffe Country Park, Ruddington 
01159405705 

www.nottinghambussociety.co.uk 

29th April-2nd May - 36th Abbey Hill Steam Rally, Yeovil 
Showground, Dorchester Road, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 9RA, 
01935 863199 

e-mail: secretary@abbeyhillraly.co.uk 
www.abbeyhillrally.co.uk 

30th April - Lincoln Autojumble, Hanger No 1, Hemswell, 
Lincolnshire DN21 5TJ, 07816 291544 
e-mail: lincolnautojumble@hotmail.co.uk 
www.lincolnautojumble.com 

30th April - TigerTank Day, The Tank Museum, Bovington, 
Dorset BH206JG, 01929 405096 
e-mail: info@tankmuseum.org 
www.tankmuseum.org 

30th April-1 st May - Monmouth Steam & Vintage Show, 
Sowground, Vauxhall Fields, Monmouth NP25 5BA, 07966 
117936 

e-mail:floss456@aol.com 

www.bordercountiesvintgeclub.co.uk 

30th April-1 st May - Mid & West Suffolk Show, Stonham 
Barns Showground, Pettaugh Road, Stonham Aspel, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk I PI 4 6AT, 01449 911111 
e-mail: info@stonham-barns.co.uk 
www.stonham-barns.co.uk 


30th April-1 st May - Magnificent Motors, Eastern Seafront 
& Princes Park, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN22 7PR, 01323 
410000 

www.magnificentmotors.co.uk 


30th April-1 st May -Friends of King Alfred Buses Running 
Gala, based on Broadway, Winchester 
www.fokab.org.uk 
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30th April-2nd May - Rushden Cavalcade of Historical 
Transport, Bedford Road, A6, Rushden, Northamptonshire 
NN10 9EX, 01933 315006 e-mail: bjw@uwclub.net 
www.cavalcade.org.uk 

30th April-2nd May - Llandudno Transport Festival, 
Bodafon Fields, Llandudno, Conwy LL201BW, 01492 545053 
www.llantransfest.co.uk 

30th April-2nd May - Weekend Trolleydays, The Trolleybus 
Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

30th April-2nd May - Sunderland Traction Engine Rally, 
Herrington Country Park, Sunderland DH4 7EL, 01751 
200839 e-mail: info@outdoorshows.co.uk 
www.outdoorshows.co.uk 

30th April-2nd May - Merton Vintage Show, Faversham 
Showground, Staple Street, Faversham, Kent ME13 9HY, 
01227 731473 e-mail: jamie.butterfield@btinternet.com 
www.mertonvintsageshow.co.uk 

30th April-2nd May - 15th Meccanuity Exhibition, 
Eginuity, Blists Hill Victorian Town, Shropshire TF7 5DU, 
01952 433424 e-mail: tic@ironbridge.org.uk 
www.ironbridge.org.uk 

30th April-2nd May - Fir Park 999 Show, Fir Park Farm, 
Market Rasen, Lincolnshire LN8 3YL, 07816 326368 
e-mail: firparkairport@live.co.uk 


MAY 


1st May - 55th London to Brighton Historic Commercial 
Vehicle Run, starts at Crystal Palace 7-9am, finish at Madeira 
Drive, Brighton 10am-5pm. www.hcvs.co.uk 

1st May -46th Ipswich to Felixstowe Historic Vehicle Run, 
starts at Christchurch Park, Ipswich, to the Promenade, 
Felixstowe, 01473 715666 
e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

1 st May -18th Classic Car & Transport Show, Catton Hall, 
Alrewas, near Lichfield, Staffordshire DEI2 8LN, 01527 
831726 e-mail: info@geminievents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

1st May -Spring Rally, Twyford Waterworks, Hazeley Road, 
Twyford, Winchester, Hampshire S0211QA, 01962 714716 
e-mail:enquiries@twyfordwaterworks.co.uk 
w w w.twyfo rd wate rworks. co. u k 

1 st May - Steam Day, with WHOTT feeder bus service, 
Coldharbour Mill, Uffculme, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3EE, 
01395 567795 e-mail: info@coldharbourmill.org 
www.busmuseum.org.uk 

1st May - 14th Ripon Spring Classic Vehicle Show & Jumble, 
Ripon Racecourse, Boroughbridge Road, Ripon, Yorkshire 
HG41UG, 01697 451882 
e-mail: info@markwoodwardclassicevents.com 
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

1st May - Classic Vehicle Rally & Country Fayre, Earsham 
Hall, Bungay, Suffolk NR35 2AN, 07599 935113 
e-mail: michaelgardiner@hotmail.com 
www.bungaylions.org.uk 

1 st May -17th Abingdon Air & Country Show, Abingdon 
Airfield, Barrow Road, Shippon, Abingdon, Oxfordshire 0X13 
6JQ, 07769 689823 
e-mail: smithoag@aol.com 
www.abingdonairandcountry.co.uk 


1st May -Open Sunday, Bridgeton Bus Garage, Fordneuk 
Street, Glasgow G40 3AH e-mail: info@gvvt.org 
www.gvvt.org 

1st May - 25th North East Bus & Coach Rally, MetroCentre, 
Gateshead www.nebpt.co.uk 

1st-2nd May- Holiday Bus Running Days, The Transport 
Museum, Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JX, 01564 826471 
e-mail: enquiries@wythall.org.uk 
www.wythall.org.uk 

1st-2nd May - Stradsett Park Vintage Rally, Stradsett, 

Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE33 9HA, 01945 880091 
e-mail: stradsett@nvtec-ea.org.uk 
www.nvtec-ea.org.uk/rally 

1 st-2nd May - Bedfordshire Classic Motor Show, Turvey 
House, Turvey, Bedfordshire MK43 8EL, 01527 831726 
e-mail: info@geminievents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

1 st-2nd May - Truckfest Peterborough, East of England 
Showground, Alwalton, Peterborough PE22 6XE, 

01775 768661 e-mail: info@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 

1st-2nd May - Shanes Castle May Day Steam Rally, Shanes 
Castle Estate, Antrim, Co Antrim BT414NE, 02894 464648 
e-mail: walteramcneill@hotmail.com 
www.shanescastlesteamgroup.com 

2nd May - May Day Holiday - 60s Rides, Grampian 
Transport Museum, Alford, Aberdeenshire AB33 8AE, 

01975 562292 e-mail: info@gtm.org.uk 
www.gtm.org.uk 

2nd May - Spring Rally, Crow Nest Park, Dewsbury, 

01924 251451 e-mail: davbrolloyd@mail.com 
www.ytcc.co.uk 

2nd May -Oxford Bus Museum vintage bus operating day, 
Old Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA, 
01993 883617 

7th May - Trolleyday, The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, 
Sandtoft DN85SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

7th May - Emergency Services & Railway Day, Abbey 
Pumping Station Museum, Corporation Road, Leicester LE4 
5PX,01162995113 

e-mail: andrew.simpson@leicester.gov.uk 
www.abbeypumpingstation.org 

7-8th May - Bronte Vintage Gathering, Haworth Road, 
B6144, Cullingworth, near Bradford, West Yorkshire BD13 
5EE, 01535 275535 

e-mail:enquiries@bronte-vintage-gathering.co.uk 

www.bronte-vintage-gathering.co.uk 

7-8th May - Stotfold Mill Steam Fair & Country Show, Mill 
Lane, Stotfold, Hitchin, Bedfordshire SG5 4NU, 01462 734541 
e-mail: enquiries@stotfoldmill.com 
www.stotfoldmill.com 

7-8th May - Chacewater Vintage Rally, Killifreth Hill, 
Todpool Road, Chacewater, Cornwall TR4 8NB, 07962 672034 
e-mail: ihi.414@btinternet.com 

7-8th May - Saffron Walden Crank-up, Sparrows Hill Livery, 
Sparrowsend Hill, Saffron Walden, Essex CB113TU, 

07882 175438 e-mail: swcrankup@gmail.com 
www.swcrankup.co.uk 


8th May - Basingstoke Festival of Transport, War Memorial 
Park, Crossborough Hll, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7SA, 
01256468421 

8th May - 4th Taunton Vintage Bus Display & Running Day, 
Castle Green and Bus Station, Taunton, Somerset TA14AD, 
01823 442589 e-mail: petersnowden853@btinternet.com 
www.tauntonrunnigday.wordpress.com 

8th May - Lincoln Castle Rally, Castle Hill, Lincoln LN1 3AA, 
01522500566 e-mail: info@lvvs.org.uk 
www.lvvs.org.uk 

8th May - Spring Transport Show, British Commercial 
Vehicle Museum, King Street, Leyland, Lancashire PR25 2LE, 
01772451011 

e-mail: enquiries@britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 
www.britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 

8th May - Mid-Norfolk Railway bus display and 
runnignevent, Dereham Station 
e-mail: mnrbus@outlook.com 
www.mnr.org.uk 

8th May - South Yorkshire Transport Museum, Rotherham 
Bus Running day, 0114 255 3010 e-mail: info@sytm.co.uk 
www.sytm.co.uk 

14-15th May - Bidford-on-Avon Steam Rally, Big Meadow, 
Honeybourne Road, Bidford-on-Avon, Warwickshire B504PQ, 
01789778248 

www.bidfordvintagegathering.co.uk 

14-15th May - Anglesey Festival ofTransport & Machinery, 
Anglesey Agricultural Showground, Mona, Gwalchmai, 
Anglesey LL654RW, 07776 006111 
e-mail: angleseyvintage@hotmail.co.uk 
w w w.a n g I esey vi nta g esociety.co. u k 

14-15th May - Bill Targett Steam & Vintage Rally, 
Highbridge Farm, Allbrook, Eastleigh, Hampshire S050 6HN, 
01962 732964 e-mail: khawkins@aol.com 
www.billtargettrally.co.uk 

14-15th May - Weekend Trolleydays, The Trolleybus 
Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

14-15th May - 1940s Weekend, East Anglia Transport 
Museum, Chapel Road, Carlton Colville, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR33 8BL, 01502 518459 e-mail: eatm.events@gmail.com 
www.eatransportmuseum.co.uk 

15th May - Chiltern Hills Vintage Vehicle Rally, Weedon 
Park, Weedon Hill, near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP22 
4NN, 01296 681530 
e-mail: j_masters@btconnect.co.uk 
www.chilternhillsrally.org.uk 

15th May - Garstang Autojumble, Hamilton House Farm, 
A586, Garstang, Preston, Lancashire PR3 0TB, 07836331324 
e-mail: info@garstangautojumbles.co.uk 
www.garstangautojumbles.co.uk 

15th May - Buses Running Day, Scottish Vintage Bus 
Museum, Lathalmond, Dunfermline, fife KY12 OSJ, 

01383 623380 e-mail: eddie-taylor@tiscali.co.uk 
www.svbm.org.uk 

15th May - Gaydon Spring Classic, British Motor Museum, 
Banbury Road, Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 01926 
645029 

e-mail:events@britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
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KEEP ON TRUCKIN' 

40 YEARS ON THE ROAD 

BY MICK RENNISON 

OLD POND, 5M PUBLISHING LTD 

BENCHMARK HOUSE 

8 SMITHY WOOD DRIVE 

SHEFFIELD 

S351QN 

ISBN: 978-1-910456-16-3 
£14.95 


Here is the story of a whole driving 
career. From passing his HGV test in 
the early 1970s, to recent supermarket 
deliveries, Mick looks back over his good 
days and bad days on the road. He ends 
with some reflections. You might not agree 
with absolutely everything he says, but his 
comments are firmly based on most of a 
lifetime's experiences, many of which are 
detailed in this book. 


He relates everything from some early 



e r f % n g c 


LORRIES 



FIGHTING FIRE IN ESSEX 

AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 

EDITED BY MIKE BUNN 

COMPILED IN COLLABORATION WITH ESSEX 

FIRE MUSEUM 

PUBLISHED BY EB BOOKS 

5 LORDSWAY PARK 

ALCONBURY 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

PE28 4DP 

ISBN: 978-099346-841-4 

£16, INCLUDING POSTAGE, FROM 

MIKE BUNN 

24 HEATHER CLOSE 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 

WARWICKSHIRE 

CV379DQ 


This is the story of the Essex County Fire 
Brigade, its predecessors and successors, 
from the early days of fire-fighting, the 
setting up of local fire brigades during the 
early years of the 20th Century, World War II 
and the Auxiliary Fire Service, the setting up 
of the county's fire brigade and its history 
since, with emphasis on the vehicles used 


mishaps with tippers, how he drove awful 
vehicles and chased the clock for'dodgy' 
operators - as well as a few good ones 
- carried timber, rubbish, fruit and veg, 
his years with G H Lucking, the theatrical 
removers, to driving miles around 
Europe, often double-manning with his 
wife - again with plenty of highs and 
lows - not least when his wife died at too 
young an age, plus the'joys'of agency 
driving. 

Mick is still driving, though his personal 
life these days is spent more in the 
'slow lane', living on a narrow boat. 

His comments on the changes on the 
road over 40 years make for interesting 
reading, and pause for thought, not least 
how he remembers all those details, 
which he has managed to write down in 
an amusing and very readable way. 


only, but these vehicles were well-known 
and well thought-of by all who came in 
contact with them. They worked for UK and 
European operators across the Continent, 
as well as on the Middle East runs and 
internally in Saudi Arabia, where they 
often grossed 100 tons with two trailers. In 
adverse conditions, whether cold or hot, 
these vehicles excelled. 

Like the first part, this book contains 
plenty of interesting information and 
memories of these vehicles at work, plus 90- 
odd period pictures in its 70 pages. There 
is a revised register of all the NGCs, with 
technical details and who they worked for. 

A must for all ERF fans and those interested 
in the operations to and around the Middle 
East 30-40 years ago. 


LORRIES OF ARABIA - PART 2 

ERF NGC 

BY ROBERT HACKFORD 

OLD POND, 5M PUBLISHING LTD 

BENCHMARK HOUSE 

8 SMITHY WOOD DRIVE 

SHEFFIELD 

S35 1QN 

ISBN: 978-1-910456-21-7 
£12.95 


We reviewed Part 1 of the story of ERF's 
legendary export model of the 1970s in 
the middle of last year. Since then, the 
interest shown and the additional pictures 
and information which have come to 
light have led Robert to put together this 
follow-up.There might have only been 91 
ERF NGCs built, with Cummins 335 engine, 
Motor Panels steel cab and left hand drive 



over the years. 

There are over 160 pictures in the 138 
pages of this softback book, showing all 
sorts of fire service vehicles - old and not so 
old - including some unusual types, often 
attending incidents, including fires, floods 
and road accidents, plus fire stations and 
personnel.This is a detailed history, with 
lots of information for people with a local 
interest, as well as enthusiasts, for whom 
the vehicle and equipment details seen in 
many of the pictures will be most welcome, 
while the personal stories and records and 
pictures of incidents bring everything to life. 

This is a book with interest for enthusiasts 
far beyond the confines of the region 
with which it is concerned. Also available 
from Mike Bunn, at £3.50, is a CD-ROM, 
containing details of all known front-line 
fire appliances operational with various fire 
brigades in the County of Essex from the 
early 1900s through to 2015. 



66 May 16 


www.roadscene.com 























WINDSCREEN RUBBER 

Original Pattern Dies available for the 
following makes & models 


WE ALSO DO PSV RUBBERS & DRAFT SEALS 


AEC MkV 
AEC Park Royal 
AEC/Leyland Tilt Cabs 
Austin FFK 
Bedford ‘QL’ 
Atkinson Borderer 
Commer TS3 


Dodge ‘K’ Series 
ERF ‘A’ and ‘LV’ 
Foden S21/S80 
Ford D’ Series 
Thames Trader 
Scammel Crusader 
Seddon 1970’s 


Also door draught strips & non original rubbers that may fit 
your lorry. Please ring Mike Gosling and leave a message 

Tel 01953 607295 



TO 

ADVERTIS 

Vintage 

E IN 



im 


Please Call Kenny on 

01732 447007 



“No two lorries are the 
same, that’s why you need 
a specialist to arrange your 
insurance cover’’ 

Eddie Johnson, HGV and Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 



The Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 

www.classiclorries.co.uk 
or call 0161 410 1065 


Classic Lorries is a trading style of ISIS insurance. ISIS Insurance 
Service Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
conduct Authority. Our firm number is 314533. 



CHIPPING 

STEAM F 


□ mission 10am 5pm 
dults £8, Under 12 s FREE, 
ver 12 s St £7 


□tr 


Sat 28th, Sun 29th & 
Ion BOth May 2016 

Beer Tent 
Live Music (til late] 

Food Hall 
Craft Tent 
Fairground 
Vintage Vehicles 
^(inc Commercial] 

Vrena Events 
I Donkey Rides 
|RIde on Train 
Trade Stands 
Auiojucnhle 
Dog Agility Show 
team Engines 
Birds of Prey 
Digger Play Pen 
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Truckstop News 
i on sale every 
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WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


r 

THE CONTINUING SAGA - MORE OF MY LIFE ON THE ROAD 


Thank you for allowing me to share my 
fond memories with other readers, and 
especially for inviting me back to continue 
my saga of life on the road involving the 
Hauliers of Hull. Therefore I find it only 
fitting that I start at the beginning and 
cover one era at a time. 

Born the son of a farm foreman, in control 
of three farms covering 1000 acres and 
spanning eight miles, it will come as no 
surprise that we had our own fleet of trucks. 
Sorry to say, I have never been much of 
an 'anorak', when it comes to models or 
series numbers, etc, so I can only recall 
that the oldest one of the fleet was a long 
wheelbase bullnose Austin, maybe a K 
Series and an Austin 9 Series, both with 
drop side-boards, and finally a long wheel 
base Commer, maybe a QX. This truck would 
carry our double floor livestock box, which 
was easily removed when not needed. 

This small fleet played a vital role 
throughout the 1950s and early '60s, 
transporting our own produce and goods 
between the three farms, delivering 
to markets around East Yorkshire and 
returning with loads of animal feeds, timber, 
sand and gravel and 
equipment for use on 
the three farms. 

For me, it all started 
in 1956, at the age 
of 12, when my dad 
asked me if I would drive the Commer 
around the fields, to allow all the paid 
manpower to hump bales of straw up onto 
the flatbed, without them jumping in and 
out of the truck, to move it up the field. By 
1960,1 was working on the farm full time 
and still driving all the trucks around the 
farm and occasionally between the three 
farms on quiet country roads - shhh! 

In 1965,1 was 21 years old and able to 
drive trucks on the road legally, so I hastily 
applied for a full time driving job, at which I 
was successful first time. 

As Hull was the largest importer of 
timber at the time, manufacturers of 
related products were starting to set up 
all around the city.The problem they 
encountered was being able to dispose 
of tons of waste wood shavings as quickly 
as possible, so anyone who could afford 
to buy a long wheelbase flatbed and 
construct a high-sided open-top box with 
rear opening doors was in business. A small 
company,'Michael Bean', operating three 
such vehicles, a Bedford TK artic, with a 28ft 
single axle trailer, a Morris-badged BMC 
and a Leyland, was my first choice to gain 


experience. 

After just one days tuition, I took charge 
of the new BMC-Morris, and with my huge 
wooden box safely lowered in place, I was 
ready for my first load, to be collected from 
WestdockTimber Company.This would 
involve reversing under a huge hopper, from 
which wood shavings were force blown 
into the open box and, when full, a sheet 
was pulled over and held down with stretch 
cords. There was only one delivery location 
for scores of trucks collecting wood shavings 
every day from wood mills, and that was 
'Air Screw Weyrock'at Hexham. This was a 
massive plant, producing tons of chipboard 
every day, 24 hours, seven days a week, 
which only goes to show that recycling is 
nothing new. 

What is new today are the motorways 
and by-passes. Back in the 1960s, it was a 
different story. It could take an hour to get 
through York city alone, then onto the A1 
- now the A168 - via Chester le Street, into 
Newcastle and then onto the A69, west to 
Hexham. 

Once set up in the huge covered building, 
a gang of four men would pull the shavings 


out with large forks, which took around one 
and a half hours.The plant still stands today, 
but whether it still produces chipboard 
and blockboard, I wouldn't know. Maybe a 
reader from the area might be able to tell 
us? Ironically'WestdockTimber', based down 
Manchester Street in Hull, would be one of 
the companies that I would be driving for, 
six years later, in 1971, being one of the large 
private fleets operating out of the city. 

Meanwhile, after months of tramping the 
same path to Hexham and working many 
weekends, delivering the same shavings to 
poultry farms for deep filter, and quite often 
having to tip my own load, which could take 
over four hours, I felt a move onto'artics'was 
on the horizon. Enter'Dunlins', as mentioned 
in my previous letter, in issue 196 for March. 

Another couple of moves after Dunlins took 
me through to the 1970s, but not before 
surviving the drivers' strike of 1969. The 
'Wedge Committee'was formed by a small 
group of drivers, over a pint in a pub, as most 
things are! The idea was to break away from 
the former'TGWU', which at the time was 
totally ignoring our calls for better pay and 
conditions. 


A 

Our basic pay was based on 40 hours, 
which was around £11.00, two weeks 
holiday pay at basic rate (only after 12 
months service) and no sick pay. Some 
hauliers refused to pay night out money 
and even disputed whether the driver had 
actually been away, out of town. Talk about 
the good old days. Working 70 hours a 
week, for a take home pay of £20.00, wasn't 
all that good. 

It was therefore no surprise that the 
'Wedge'quickly gathered pace, and many 
members signed up, including myself, and 
within three weeks, a date had been set 
for an all-out strike. Initially, the Wedge 
attracted a lot of support, not just from the 
haulage drivers, but also from drivers of 
large private fleets who were not in dispute 
with their employers. The Hull Docker's 
agreed to back us to the hilt, but our 
employers weren't listening and refused to 
recognise the Wedge. 

Sadly, by the end of the first week of the 
strike, things took a turn for the worse when 
a group of drivers drove out of town in their 
cars to a quiet part of the A63 and caused 
a roadblock. All out-bound Hull truckers 

were forced to turn 
back. Drivers who 
refused to do so 
were set upon by 
other drivers. Cabs 
were damaged, 
windscreens smashed and a passenger lost 
an eye when a brick was hurled through a 
cab windscreen. 

Although like most other drivers at the 
time, I never attempted to work or break 
the picket, but the ghastly behaviour shown 
was not what I signed up for. After the 
press got hold of it, the Wedge Committee 
quickly lost support from all quarters and 
was soon history, achieving nothing. While 
I appreciate that our hobby pastime is all 
about glory trucks of yesteryear and the 
preservation of such, however, I find it really 
rewarding to be able to read and write of 
others'experience in the industry and the 
'Vintage Road Scene'. To me, this is the only 
publication that allows one to do this and 
cover the whole spectrum of transport. 

Next time,I would like to cover those 
gleaming private fleets on C licence, 
including my time at 'Westdock', what was 
made and where it went. 

B Featherstone, Hull 

Thanks for your interesting memories, 
which will help bring the history to life, both 
for those who were there and those that 
missed 'the old days'... 

_ W 


ff IN 1965.1 WAS 21 YEARS OLD AND ABLE TO DRIVE TRUCKS 
ON THE ROAD LEGALLY. SO I HASTILY APPLIED FOR A FULL TIME 
DRIVING JOB. AT WHICH I WAS SUCCESSFUL FIRST TIME 4 4 
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WESTMORLAND FIRE ENGINES 

Just to pick up on a comment in the letters 
section of Vintage Roadscene 197 and the 
letter from Alan Wilson, regarding the Leyland 
FK8A Windermere Number 2. 

This vehicle was ordered by Windermere 
Council and was delivered to Windermere 
in September 1940. It actually replaced 
Windermere No 1, which was a 1918 Dennis 
N type. 

However, soon after it arrived in the Lakes it 
was requisitioned on the formation of the NFS 
and sent to Liverpool for the period of the war. 

It no doubt had quite a hard life during the 
Blitz of Liverpool. 

It was replaced by a 5 ton Dodge 101A 
dropside truck with a water dam and towing a 
trailer pump, quite some come down, I think. 

The Leyland was not returned to Windermere 
until around 1947 and, indeed, was then 
part of the newly-formed Westmorland Fire 
Brigade. It served alongside the Dodge, 
now converted by J J Smith of Kendal to a 
limousine type A water tender, until disposed 
of in around 1963. 

It then went to a Butlins holiday camp in 
North Wales as a plaything and was eventually 
rescued for preservation in the early 1980s. It 


returned to the North West, actually bought by 
a chap who used to ride it as a fireman when in 
service, around 2000.1 acquired it three years 
ago and gave it its second restoration. 

The Dodge also still exists.This was bought 
by my father in 1974 - when my mother 
asked why, he replied: "because I have always 
wanted a fire engine"- and extensively rallied in 
Cambridgeshire in the late 1970s early '80s. It fell 
into disrepair and was completely restored by 
my brother to as new condition. 


We therefore count ourselves very luck to 
not only own two ex-Westmorland machines 
(in fact, it was three, as I owned an ex-Appleby 
Land Rover as well), but two machines that 
served at the same fire station together for 
about 13 years. We hope this year to again 
display the two side by side again. The full 
story of the restorations can be found at: 
http://rustytrucks.tripod.com/Hope that fills in 
some holes in its history 

Chris Brook, Preston 
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ACCRINGTON WULFRUNIAN 

As a self-confessed'diesel-head'and a retired 
driver of everything connected with transport, 
particularly wagons, I have a query for you. As 
one of my past jobs, I have been employed 
several times as a bus driver. For approximately 
two years, I worked for Accrington Corporation. 
During the whole of this time, an Atlantean type 
of bus was parked in the garage yard. On further 
investigation, I found that this vehicle was a Guy 
Wulfrunian and appeared to be brand new, very 
smartly painted in Acrrington colours and yet it 
never moved. 

The Accrington fleet at this time was made up 
of Guy and Leyland machines, all of which were 
extremely reliable. Having driven all over the 
country, I have seen hundreds of Guy buses, so 
they were obviously very popular. 

I have heard over the years that Guy had issues 
with the'Wulfrunian'and would like to know 
more. Was this model the last of the line and was 
it a mechanical and financial disaster for them? 
With the knowledge at your disposal, possibly a 
feature on the bus that never was, with pictures 
of machines sold and to whom would be of 
interest to your army of readers and certainly to 
this'diesel- head'.'Keep on trucking'. 

Brian Collinson, Blackpool 

The Guy Wulfrunian was an attempt by Guy 
to produce a front-engined and front-entrance 



double-decker - rather like the later Volvo Ailsa. It 
was designed in conjunction with the West Riding 
bus company. All but two Wulfrunians had front 
entrance and stairs, with the Gardner engine 
alongside the driver, independent front suspension 
and disc brakes. Unfortunately, all these features 
together were too advanced, and the vehicles were 
unreliable. Guy had financial problems caused by 
its South African operations and could not afford to 
re-design to avoid the Wuifrunian's problems. 

Nearly all went to West Riding and all had short 
lives. The two Accrington vehicles were the only rear 
entrance examples, but otherwise were so different 
from the rest of the fleet that they were difficult to 
keep running. Most of Guy's customers preferred 
to buy the Arab V, a development of the more 
conventional front-engined chassis. Perhaps we 
can persuade Robin Hannay to produce a detailed 
article on the type for us. 


SURREY MOTORS CORRECTION 

Just picked up the latest Vintage Roadscene, but 
was horrified to see that in the second article on 
RACS it was stated that they "...took over Surrey 
Motors". The licences were taken over by Epsom 
Coaches and the coaches offered for sale to 
discerning operators - of which RACS bought 
three. In his Bibliography list, Allan mentions 
Tom McLachlan's book, which confirms in the 
'other operators section'the situation I outline 
above - admittedly Tom misquotes that two 
coaches went to RACS instead of the three. 

While acknowledging Allan's careful research 
and collection of photographs, which must have 
needed great effort, many readers will take these 
articles as authoritative and I am sure that he will 
wish the statement to be corrected in the next 
issue. 

Perhaps to also clarify when the coach 
company shut down, which was well before 
1985 when the RACS was swallowed up by CWS. 
Certainly all three Surrey Motors coaches went 
by April 1983 and two were bought by long term 
competitor Lewis! 

David Hurley, Worthing 

Sorry, the mistake was mine, in editing Allan's 
previous statements incorrectly and making a 
wrong assumption. Reference to the first part 
shows that Allan stated the situation correctly. 

RACS bought three Surrey Motors vehicles, but 
not the company, as you say. Both of these coach 
operators are sorely missed by many enthusiasts as 
well as their customers. 
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ARTICLES 


REFLECTIONS ON PREVIOUS 

Unfortunately, it has taken me a while to 
write this, but I wanted to say that I enjoyed 
Malcolm Bates'articled Life in Grime'. I 
admire his taste in cars and I still hope 
that one day I will be able to afford an MG 
Magnette. I agree with his sentiments on 
museums and the example that I particularly 
remember is a visit to Oxford, where the 
Nuffield and Morris contributions to the 
area was shunted into a dim corner of the 
museum and the tone of the captions was 
not complimentary. 

Also good was Michael Baker's series on 


his overland trip. It is strange to think that 
such a journey would be impossible or, at 
best, highly dangerous now. My home village 
of Liphook has recently been marking the 
anniversary of the'Hairy Pillock'bus journey 
around the world, when a small group of 
young friends purchased an ex-Warrington 
Corporation PD2 double decker, FED 795, 
and financed the venture by performing 
as a musical group en route and through 
sponsorship by British companies, finishing 
by taking the bus into Downing Street for a 
reception with Ted Heath, some years after 


setting out. I have a couple of snaps of the 
group's triumphant return to the village with 
a Volvo 144 and motorcycle police escort. 
Again, an adventure that would not be 
possible now. 

The RACS series is interesting as this Co-op 
served my area (Liphook and Haslemere) and 
I remember its black and white lettered vans. 

I think there were mobile shops or home 
delivery vans too, BMC FGs, if I remember 
correctly. I had no idea, however, that the 
company had a coaching arm. 

Still enjoying the magazine every month. 

Quentin Gallagher, via e-mail 


SCENES PAST 
CONFIRMATION 

The street depicted in the 
photo at the top of page 35 in 
April's Vintage Roadscene is 
Great Portland Street, which 
is, as you say, in the'rag trade' 
district of London's West End. 

According to the 1954 
edition of the Post Office 
London Directory, Godfreys 
Ltd were motor cycle dealers, 
and the shop front nearer the 
camera, whose fascia board 
is partly obscured, belonged 
to the United Appeal for the 
Blind. 

The 137 route still exists, 
but no longer runs north of 
Oxford Circus. 

Simon Green, Hull 



FISH BOXES 

With reference to the'Scenes Past'article on 
Hull Fish Docks, I would like to offer some 
comments. The fish boxes on the Dodge artic 
were empties returning to the box pool. These 
wooden'overland'boxes, with holes in the 
ends for lifting, held eight stones of fish. They 
were used to move fish between ports and 
were rented from the pool. 

They were stacked high, up to the shed roof, 
to reduce wind in cold weather and to allow 
room on the crowded quay. The smaller boxes 
seen in other pictures were for delivery to final 
destinations and were lidded to stop pilfering. 

A kit offish was 10 stones, transported in 
round barrels from Hull, and oblong alloy 
'trunks'from Grimsby. Hull landed the most 
fish by weight in the UK, Grimsby the most 
by value, because of the higher value species 
being caught. 

v_ 


Hull's fleet was deep water only, Aberdeen and 
Fleetwood were deep and middle water, while 
Grimsby had deep water, middle water, North 
Sea and inshore fleets. 

By the way, the 'Doncaster' bus on page 29 of 
issue 196 was (as other readers have pointed 
out - Ed) a Grimsby Corporation Transport 


vehicle, JV 8275, seen at The Old Market Place 
in Grimsby. 

Hull - or Kings-Town-Upon-Hull - was given 
its name in a Royal Charter from King Edward 
1 st when he acquired the town. I hope this 
additional information is of interest. 

Ray Newcomb, Grimsby 
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MATTERSARISING 

Further to Clive Baker's'A Rare Sight'on page 
54 of February's issue, showing Daimler ORB 
277, enclosed is a picture of the same vehicle, 
taken at the BaMMOT museum atWythall, in 
October, 2012. 

Andy Ballisat asked on page 43 of the same 
issue, with his 1998 picture of Scammell 
Highwayman, 100 JPT, at Rush Green Motors, 
whether enough remained of the vehicle to 
save it. Here is a picture of 100 JPT, taken at 
Banbury Steam Rally in June, 1999,justayear 
later, which gives us the answer! (Pity it's not 
back in Siddle Cook livery though... Ed) 

Not many Dodge'Hi-Line' 100 Series lorries 
seem to have made it into preservation yet. 
Here is an exception, seen at the Tractor Show 
at Malvern in February.'Lady Doris', UMW 89T, 
was built in 1979 by Lambourne, along with 
a matching horsebox, for Lady Inchcape, of 
Ballantrae, to visit horse races around the 
UK. After time on the Isle of Man as actors' 
accommodation, the vehicle is said to be 
easy to drive, economical and keeps up with 
modern traffic, so maybe this type of Dodge 
would be a good bet for potential restoration... 

Barry Fenn, Telford. 




CHUCHILL - ANOTHER SHOWTRAC 

I was interested to read your article on fairground 
lorries in the April edition. I noticed the picture 
of Edwards'Scammell Highwayman called the 
Churchill (839 GEW) and I thought you might be 
interested in the attached picture of the company's 
earlier Scammell Showtrac of the same name (FEV 
858). This was taken in 1950 at Hampstead Heath 
Easter Fair. 

Although this lorry was built in 1937, it was 
converted at Scammells by Sidney Harrison and 
is identical to the Showtracs, save for the slightly 
narrower cab. Edwards also had a similar Showtrac 
conversion, by the name of the Moonraker (CHK 
652). Keep up the good work. 

John Scrimshaw. Suffolk 
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Roe bus bodybuilding business, re-opened 
by its management, when it was closed 
down by British Leyland. These Pacers were 
used for a new system of routes around 
Bromley called 'Roundabout', following 
deregulation in the 1980s. 

Jim King, via e-mail. 

k 


was around 1985 maybe a little later.They 
are of two Optare CityPacer demonstrator 
buses on their way down from Leeds to 
Brighton. 

They were based on a VW LT55 van 
chassis with their 2.4 litre diesel engines. 
Apparently, they were produced between 
1985 and 1992 but thanks to their high 
base costs only around 300 were ever 
made. They were built at a factory was in 
Sherburn-in-Elmet, North Yorkshire, which 
became a subsidiary of Ashok Leyland. 
Optare had grown out of the old Charles 


LOOKING BACK 

Maybe it's my belated ongoing mid-life 
crisis, which has continued with my recent 
garage clear-out, when I came across 
some copies of'Austin Magazine'from the 
early 1960s. They were complimentary 
copies from Parade Garage, Oscar Road, 
Broadstairs, to my late father-in-law when 
he used to trade there. I thought readers 
might like to see some old pictures rather 
than rally reports for a change and I think 
these adverts are most interesting. 

I even surprised myself when I came 
across just four copies of'The Road Back 
Journal'from 1995 in my garage. It was 
printed on quality paper and very well 
presented but I just don't remember it. 

The Editor was Nigel Trevena and it was 
published by Jenna Publishing Ltd of St 
Agnes, TR5 OYE. After issue two the price 
was increased from £2.50 to £2.75. Here 
are the front cover and one of the internal 
pages of issue one, with some great old 
adverts. 

Continuing my search through my old 
snaps I came across a couple of interesting 
ones. They were taken on the A23 just 
outside Brighton and I think the year 
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NEXT MONTH... 
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MANUREGARTON 
SCAMMELL TANKERS 

AEC MERCURY FIRE 
ENGINES 

SOUTH MIDLAND- 
COACHES AND TAXIS 

LANCASTER CITY 
TRANSPORT 

MORE RACS LORRIES 

PLUS RALLIES, LETTERS AND ALL THE USUAL FEATURES 
JUNE ISSUE, ON SALE MAY 20TH 

* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 



To subscribe VINTAGE 1? 

see pages 50-51 KoADSCENL 
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ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally primed from 8Qp inc P&P. 
Preo digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50.000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-fine or mail order 

SAE NA3TCVR), 14 Gannon Road, Worthing, BN 11 2DT 
eMail infb@na3l.nrg Phane. Sob 01903 2351 

Land; sea or air negative collections purchased 


TO ADVERTISE IN 
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PLEASE CALL THE TALK MEDIA 
SALES TEAM ON 01732 445325 


CLASSIC SPAPfS 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF. 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: iandDclassic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


CPA Services 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 



Quality radiator restoration and 
repair service. 

For prompt personal service and 
advice please contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo 
charger, air brake, oil cooking and 
water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park 
Industrial Estate, Grantham NG31 9SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 
Fax: (01476) 579 636 
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Somewhere inj France? 


T he original caption on this 
War Office picture from 15th 
June, 1940, British Official 
Photograph B3556, reads as 
follows:- 

'A picture of a British Infantry Regiment, 
who held a whole large sector of the 
Somme, during a vital stage of the German 
advance. They were cut off from the main 
body of the British Expeditionary Force, so 
they commandeered vehicles and turned 
themselves into a motorised unit and went 
for the enemy, for five days continuously, 
with great success. The photograph shows 


them moving about the countryside in 
their lorries and once, when surrounded 
by the enemy, they all took up a defensive 
position by the roadside/ 

The picture shows a number of British 
soldiers - certainly not a whole regiment 
- with three mid-1930s civilian Bedford 
W Series with the later-style bonnet 
pressings, a dropside and the rear two, 
surprisingly, tippers, impressed for war 
service, complete with Battalion markings 
'Cl 4'and'160', stopped on the right hand 
side of a road. Cynics among us might say 
this was probably a posed shot - possibly 


still in England - designed to bolster 
morale at a bad time, just before the pull¬ 
out from Dunkirk, but the fact remains 
that groups like this did an amazing job of 
holding back the German Panzer Divisions, 
probably sacrificing themselves to be 
long-term prisoners of war, or worse, so 
that the majority of the British, French and 
others could escape, to fight again another 
day so, as well as being a most interesting 
picture, it's really quite a moving memento 
and tribute to some very brave men... 
(Stevens-Stratten Vintage Roadscene Picture 
Library) 
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TICKETS £8.50 01959 

UNDER 15’S GO FREE! 5414« 

WELL BEHAVED DOGS WELCOME OR BOOK ONLINE 


visit www.tractorwohld shows.co.uk 
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■ Local and Organic produce stalls ■ Fibre spinning, weaving and felting 
■ Outdoor activity area and funfair ■ Camping 
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Limited Editions with Endless Appeal 


RAIL EXPRESS PARCELS 
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22914 

BEDFORD TK BOXVAN 


NORTHUMBRIA 



17231 

LEYLAND NATIONAL 


ARRIVA LONDON 



31910 

RML ROUTEMASTER 


GM BUSES ROCHDALE 



28609 

GM STANDARD/ATLANTEAN 


ALDER VALLEY NBC 



24108 

BEDFORD TK DROPSIDE 


RIBBLE 




ROBERTSONS 



38126 
BRISTOL VRT 



WESTERN SCOTTISH 



28012 

LEYLAND DMS 1 DOOR 



29635 

LEYLAND OLYMPIAN 


OXFORD BUS COMPANY 
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28829 
LEYLAND TITAN 


ROYAL BLUE NBC 
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12123 

HARRINGTON CAVALIER 


FIRST CAPITAL CITY 
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20651 

PLAXTON POINTER DART 


RIBBLE 



15720 

PLAXTON PANORAMA 



To Find EFE Stockists or to Buy Direct Stop Off At 







































































